U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


AW January 15, 2007 
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 


Subject: BROWN, STERLING ALLEN 
FOIPA No. 1059110- 000 
Dear Requester: 


The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 
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105 page(s) were reviewed and 104 page(s) are being released. 


C Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been: 


O referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 


C) referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 


& You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 

writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 

New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 

date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information 
Appeal" or "Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 


O The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 


If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 


See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


D. 


David M. Hardy 

Section Chief 

Record / information 
Dissemination Section 

Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


To minimize costs to both you and the FBI, extra file copies of the same document were not processed. 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 
with the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 
records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 

of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 
crime or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 


investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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gederal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Bepartment nf Justice 
bigis Field TA M 1437 K St., N. N. 
DM 
Adgust 14, 1944 U X 


Washington, 


CCM :MC 
101-1381 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


ay 
RE: STERLING A. BROW 


INTERNAL SECURITY ||, 
HATCH ACT - i 


ATTENTION: MR. P. E. FOXWORTH 
Dear Sir: 


Please be advised that the files of the Washington Field 
Division reflect that the above individual is listed on the mailing 
lists or membership lists of the following organizations: 


American Peace Mobilization - Report of Special 
Agent dated February 17, 1941, at 
Washington, D. C. - Page 209. 


Washington Committee for Democratic Action - 
Report of Special Agen. II da ted 
January 21, 1941, at Washington, D. C. - Page 108. 


Employed - Public Schools. 


Hh nu 


E 427 à sergas 
369,517 


Very truly yours, 


LR m Ee. 


S. K. McKEE 
Special Agent in Charge 
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THE py TO THE ATTORNEY — 


The Kashington Field Divisiew of this Bureau has 


appears on the active indices of 
tion and the Washington Committee fc 


Information received from a. confidential informan 
has also been received to the effect that Mr. Brown is a 
menber of the Communist Party, working directly out of 
National Office of the Commnist Party in New York. The | 
person from whom this information was Secured advised that 
^r, Brown did not belong to the Commenist Party in the iis- A= 
trict of Columbia and did this in an effort to hide his 


party connection in New York, | | 


| 


Will you kindly advise me at your earliest convan- 
Lence whether any investigation should be conducted by this 
Bureau under Public Law No. 135, 77th Congress, 


Very truly yours, 


K. A. Tamm . 
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Y OKAM Federal Bureau of Investigation 
101-1381 United States Department of Justice — 


Washington, D, C, 


September 19, 1941 
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J Director E: 
. Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 
Washington, D. C. - w” 
O * * 


rn RE: STERLING A. BROWN 
/ 7 INTERNAL SECURITY 
H- HATCH ACT 


Att: Mr, P, E, Foxworth. 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to my letter dated August 14, 1941 

in the above-entitled matter, wherein I advis that the p2 

| name of STERLING A, BROWN appeared on the ma Ang lists or DTD 
membership lists of the following: k M 

m A 


American Peace Mobilization l 
Washington Committee for Democratic Action, 


In reference letter, I further advised yee 2 that this 


individual was employed in the public schools, Please be | I 
has been ascertained 


s furnished information 
to e effect that the above-named individual is & member 


of the Nisika working directly out of the National 
Office óf the Communist Party in New York. This informant , T 
further advised the above individual does not belong to thall 


Communist Party of the District of Columbia in an effort to” 
hide his party connection in New York, (N. F. O. 100-2286). 


You are further advised that subsequent to my reference 
letter, it has been determined that STERLING A, BROWN is an 
"| Assistant j 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 


z ÁT ‘ i T $ uc 
— Washington, D. C. 
Col 2286^ 


(DK: EDC September 25, 1941 


~ 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation ^ gy 
Washington, D. C. 


STERLING A "BROWN . 


“INTERNAL SECURITY -:0 . 


RE: 
+ * 


Dear Sir: 


Please be advised that [[__] confidential 
informant,[ ] furnished information to this office to the 
effect that the above named individual is a member of the Com- 
munist Party working directly out of the National Office of the 
Communist Party in New York. He advised further that this Indivi- 
ual does not belong to the Communist Party in Washington, D. C. 


in an effort to hide his party connection. It has further been "i 


determined that STERLING a. BRON is an instructor in English at 
Howard, Universi esides at 1222 Kearney Street, Northwest, 


dashington, D. ^. ' Meno 


In view of the fact that this individual is a governmen- 


tal employee a separate communication was directed to the Bureau . 
under a Hatch Act character requesting authority for investigation.: , A, 

Tnasmuch as this was done, the Instant case on this individual in VN VN MS 
the Washington Field Office is being considered closed. 


Very truly yours, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


ERE S UNCLASSIFI 
TH 1 5 Ba) | `K, LK Ku, 


; Special agent in Charge 
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i. geas di 
EL as 100743964 dle 
Special Agent in charge 


‘washington, . C. 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to your letter of Septanber ý, 1941 concerning the captioned 


individual. 


October 30, :941 


RE: 


STERLING A, Mom 
Howard University 
Federal Security Agenay 
internal eiu — 


Hatch Act 


As you are aware, the Bureau has been specifically directed by Congress to 
institute investigations of Government Employees who are members of subversive 


organizations or who advocate the overthrow of the Federal Government. 


You are directed to institute immediate investigation in conformance with the 
instructions contained in Bureau Bulletin No. 35, First Series, 1941, and forward 


a complete report not later than fifteen days from the receipt of this letter. 


You are specifically instructed to fully develop complete information concerning 


the subject's connections with any "subversive" organizations including his 


present activities and relationship thereto. 
investigation concerning background and personal history be conducted, but the inquiry, 
should be definitely limited to determining whether or not this individual is engaget Y 
in activities inimical to the best interest of this Government. 


In the preparation of the investigative report which will reflect the entire 


It is not desired that à detailed 


investigation, it should be borne in mind that copies may be furnished to other 
Government Agencies. It is therefore incumbent upon you to protect the identity 


of informants or sources of information where such action 


nsidered advisable 


T aoten 


by your office. There should be no 3 to custodial detention matters in 


this report. 


ke a Á 941 
Inasmuch as this investigation is being made at the specific request of Congress 


I will not tolerate any failure to comply in every respect with the instructions 


contained in this letter, 


A pree of the Bureau's files fails to disclose any information other than 
that appearing in your reference letter which may be of assistance to you in con- 


ducting this inquiry. 
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Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED r WASHINGTON, D. C. FILE No. 101-1381 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 


WHICH 
WASHINGTON, D. C. X 4/3/42 E — SWR3 APM: CSM 


[.| "* STERLING ALLEN “BROWN LN. 
Associate Professor of English ¢ 4° INTERNAL SECURITY 
Howard University QN (om HATCH ACT 
— .. Federal Security Agency Žž — ^7  — 


4 NN ( JAM Vivid 


STERLING ALLEN BROWN has been employed at the Federal ` 
Security Agency since 1929, and is presently an Asso- ` , 
“etate Professor at Howard University. It is confi- 
dentially reported that the name of STERLING BROWN 
appears on the active indices of the Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action and the American 
Peace Mobilization, now known as the American Peoples ^ 
Mobilization, Confidential Informants advised STERLING ^, 
ALLEN BROWN is a member of the Communist Party working 
directly out of the National Office of the Party in New 
— „ New York, and that he is an outstanding negro , 
poet, has spoken concernin j 
indiscriminately at all . types of organizations, Other 
informants state that there ix no indication that BROWN~ 
is a member of any allegéd subversive organization or 
advocates the overthrow of the Government.  Informant 
Stated BROWN criticized the "fickleness and whimsey of 
the Communist Party line".  BROWN-was-interviewed and 
gave a signed statement. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
9 77 HEREIN IS 


ap LL 2 py 
apes @ AEC 4 43-£6 Dwr. 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


1 


Bureau letter dated October 30, 194l. 
Cc 


A did EF este 7 E whe ty ^ ied 
5 * Bureatt : RR 3 EE j 4 , gy 


COPYTNT] FILE, — 


COPIES. DESTROYED TITHE A 


DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


I. PERSONAL HLSTORY 


A. The personnel file at howard vniversity revealed 
that STERLING ALLEN BxOWN was born in Washington, D. C., on Hay l, 
1901. He attended Williams College, 1918-22, and obtained a degree 
of BA from that school in 1922. vhe file further revealed BON 
attended narvard university from 1922-23, obtaining a degree of 
Master of Arts. ‘the file revealed that he presently resides at 
1222 Kearney St., N. E. whe file indicated that BROWN is a member 
of the League of American ;iriters; the American-Association of 
University rrofessors, & and the Association for Study of NegrmLife 
and History. BRO NM AS a native born-American citizen. |, p 


B. rhe personnel file at Howard University revealed 
BROWN taught at the virginia seminary and College from 1923 192063 
at Lincoln University, Jefferson (ity, missouri, 1926-28; and at 
Fisk university, 1928-29. rhe file revealed that BROWN entered 
on duty at noward University in 1929 and is dicas an ide Lans 
professor of English, at si i pei annum. V 


VE 
II. BASIS FOR INVESTIGATION 


Confidential informant herein designated as advised 
that the name of "STERLING BROWN, professor, noward University, 
Washington, D. C.", appears in the active indices of the washington 
Committee for Democratic Action. 


vonfidential informant advised that the name 
"STERLING BiOWN, 1222 Kearney St., Ne E., Washington, D. C. , 
appears on the indices of the American reace Mobilization, now known 
&s the american reoples mobilization. | 


III. RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 


On march 10, 1942, Special Agent ee 
the Washington rield Division checked the general indices of the 


Dies Committee and noted tne following index cards: 


4 


"STERLI..G BROWN 

'American Stuff' (Anthology) 
Contributor 

Daily Worker, May 25, 1937, p. 7" 


"STERLING BROWN 

Labor Poets of America 

Speaker 

Daily Worker, January 24, 1939, p. 7" 


"STERLING BROWN - 

League of American Writers 
Speaker; NYC 

Daily Worker, Dec. 12, 1936, p.5" 


"STERLING BROWN 
Washington Book Shop 
Member 
Committee file 
1222 Kearney St., N. E., 
Washington, D. C." 


"STERLING BROWN — 

American League for P eace and Democracy 
Washington Branch 

Vice Chairman 

(letterhead 3/4/39)" 


"STERLING BROWN 

League of ámerican Writers 
Member, National Board . 
(The Bulletin of the League of 
American writers, p. 12)" 


"STERLING BROWN 

Washingten Committee for Demecratic Action 
Member `. 

Committee file 

1222 Kearney, N. E., 

Washington, D. Ge. 

(Prof. Howard Un$yersity)" 


r ing- mself v Loa Ade moveanenis. Informant, 
= -hat MONT s Tat er ars à fo former dean at "Howard University. 


subversive organization, and that si had never heard BROWN make any 


statements which would indicate.he. advocated the overthrow of the i 1 
ON Government by force of Arms. z 


N Confidential CCF 
— — l Informant stated B s a poet and as 
Ü 


| may have contact with Communists er even Nazis through his 


b2 | 
L kerest in poetry. Informant added that such contact would strictly b7D 
De confined to an interest , in.postry, and not any interest of a poli- j 
( AN A tical nature. Informant stated he believes BR 18 fundamentally — / 
oy & substantial individual and good, American - citizen, and does not | | / Sah 
COME g think BROWN was connected with any subversive or radical £ 


{ao organizations. hex utter T TUES Geren and Titereburer 8t BHOilN's interests are co 
it , poetry, and that he ha 8 on negro poetry and literature, 

E | ) . Informant states BROWN mi gat have spoken i before e questionable groups - - 
|o \ WS but that- is interest à 4 


d ament eim 


bimes was confined to an interest in 


the negro Literature e and poetry. —— / 
C1— — 4f 
„5282. m Informant : 
stated BROWN had first concerned himself with writing poetry concern- Jj) ,¥ 
ing the folk lore of the colored people. Informant stated BROWN-was- y; j/ 
advised that in order that his post ry would receive national pecomü- L, Miu. 
N, 


ö tion, it would be necessary for him bo Mije hie poetry concerning . T. 
j matters of a social nature. Informant- stated BROWN thereafter (^ 


. 
Heber of any alleged subversive organization, but. 
that jn knew BROWN was always in demand to speak concerning the ne 
prose and poetry. informat fmRrked that SROW is. a willing — 
and accepts all invitations to speak. [ ]stated he knows tht ~ 


BROWN has been much concerned over. „speaking, to _certain groups, and 
on one iiri eid informant stated, BROWN was invited to speak before 


* 


stated that on one occasion BROWN limited his speeches fo a discus- = 
sion of negro poetry and prose, and never concerned himself with 


any political movement. Informant advised that he feels certain Ss i 
that BROWN 18. nos a-Padical or~aCopmnist. | JS Stated he recalls Ae Po ME 
dope: ically Pario BROWN giticize the "fickleness and whimsey er is 


great sympathy 
.them. Informant 


and fave no indication that he was sympathetic to the zere: 
Party. Informant advised that during numerous speaking engagements, ` 


` —?> 
BROWN has come in contact with many "movements" but informant does — 2 
not think he was interested politically in any. | — |stated that b JE 
BROWN was said to have spoken in meetings of some organization in C es i if 
Carnegie Hall in New York, which meeting, informant advised, was 


reported to be sponsored by the Communist Party. Informant stated 

he inquired of BROWN concerning this meeting, and that BROWN replied 
he did not know whether or not this meeting was sponsored by the 
Communist Party, but even if it were, he, BROWN, was not a Communist, 
Informant advised that BROWN would speak of negro poetry and prose on 
any occasion when he was invited to do so, but that at the present 


time he was more careful since the issues of Communism have been more 
publicized, 


Confidential Informant 
[| with BROWN in Washington and has never heard him make any 
statements which would indicate he was sympathetic with any alleged 
subversive groups, Informant advised she has heard him on many 
occasions speak about negro art, music, poetry, and folk lore, 


Confidential — 
Informant advise at at no time 


a e ever received any ication that BROWN was a member of any 9 
. group or advocated the overthrow of the Government by force M 4 U: 
of arms, "ala 


Confidential Informant 
of BROWN for several years. 


% 


ant stated that she had never heard anyon 
| make any allegations that BROWN was not a loy erican, 


Confidential Informant ON a Tieng she is acquainted 


Kearney Street. 


Informant remarked that „ BROWN ne yer ‘gave any 
indication he was a member of any alleged ^ EE 


5 I SII SVE Gard e er make any 
statements which would indicate that they were not loyal Americans, 
or that they are associated with any subversive organization. Infor- 
mant advised that BROWN does not hold any meetings in his home and 


as far as she has been able to observe is &-pütriotic American citizen, 


ci 


IV INTERVIEW WITH dMPLOYEE 
IV INTERVIEW WITH WMPLOYEE 


On March 31, 1942, STERLING ALLEN BROWN was interviewed 
— e ee Gees Gr ceder [i 
Statement, 


ederal Bureau of Investigation, and gave the following signed 


j ING ALLEN BROWN, made in the yresemoe of Special Agent 
and Steno her Federal Bureau of Investice Nj 
tion. Questions by 


— n 


— 


E NN NN —9 
—— ————— — — 
Washington, D. C. \ b6 
March 31, 1942 \ b 


* 


. RR. BROWN, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has been charged with the 


> 


duty, by Congress, of investigating "ederal empleyees who are alleged to UN Kcu 
be members of subversive organisations or who &évdeate the overthrow of 
the Federal Government, and to report its findings to the Congress. The | /// | 
purpose of this tnterview is to afford you am opportunity to answer ques- 
tions concerninz alleged activities on your part, and you may make any 
statement that you consider vertinent. 


. i will be happy to. 


. The questions that I am about to ask you may be answered if you so de- 


sire, and a copy of the report of this investigation, including any 
statements you make, will be furnished to the agenay that employs you. 
In order that your statement may have particular credence, you will be 
placed under oath. Do you have any objection to that? 


. I have no objection to it. I am curious about the alleged activities. 


1 would be happy to talk under oth. 


. (111 you stand and raise your right hand, please! Do you solemnly swear 


P 


4 


. I have been a member of thet, yes. 


that the statements you are about to make will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God! 


. Ido, There is one question I would tike to ask. If it is a matter of Sy 


uncertainty, I am not going to swear that a point--it is possible in this > 
to say that at the time I don't know this, that, or the other, provide 
you get a clear-cut answer on the general business. V)a, ! 


What is your home address, please! / 


. 1222 Kearny Street, N. k. 


. HR. BROWN, are you at the present time or have you ever been a member of 


the National Negro Congress? / 
K T — A 


2 


. Would you care to state the extent of your activities in that connection: 


. My membership is one of many ia Negro organizations. When the Negro Con 


gress was set up I was behind i$» purposes. I was not one of those who 
set it up. when I learned of the purposes--I have done a whole lot of 


e Bw 


* 


4 


SAB 
joining in the sense of giving two dollars to somebody who comes in. supporting 


SAB things I like thimes-I-de. I didn't do aay investigating of the organizations. 
I was generally ^ pretty busy person, tba homo work. I em anxious to 
write and I am a student of literature and I am a teacher. IL joined the 
Negro Congress because of my very great interest-dn all effarte to help 
the 10t of the American Negro, and, that LE "Wo 4. I likewise de- 
long to other xerro orgenisations--the National Ansociation for Colored 
*eople and grouns of that sort. If Ie two dollars of five dollars 
I send it. I have never been active ja! Negre Congress ond I have i 


never done any investigat ine oF ftw caged bien. with subversive 
groups. A l 


i 


Can you approximate the number of meetings of the orgsnization at which 
you have been in attendance? | 


e been asked to speak at meetings, largely Beeause, I think, of the 
subjeet that I have worked a great. deal on. That is, ‘Literature about 
gro end literature by the Negre, god that 4*9 a popular subject with 
that/type of group, and I spoke at one meeting on that in Philadelphia. 
ever attended any of these what you would call the ordinar meetings. SAB 

think I gave oke Talk for that. I, LB poema at a meetin in 2 in — 
sap church and (as asked bo read some pe "Phe nemo of the church I hey Mashingvon 
did so, forgotten. It was a Washington church. At would sey my attendance has 

been very small at those affairs. Only those two come to my mind: there 

probably were others. I have never been ‘at tbe important meetings of 

policy or anything of that sort. I don't fasl myself tabe an active 

member of that amd never did, but I have comt#ibuted and I am probably 


“still on the list. I would probably still give two dollars to this pro- 
grem, that, or the other. 


. MR. BROWN, are you at the present time ½ have you ever b been » member of 


— 


the Washington Committee for Democratia Aetiont 
. No, 


. Have you ever been requested to serve as a spensor for that organisstion! 


A. No. Wot that I remember. I have hod nothing te do with that orzaniza-~ 
tion You see, many of these organizations. efter the Dies Committee 
Art inen Aid not agree with all of. ‘the implications that IY thought 

ere made by the Dies investigation, but I was not going to gamble on 
whether this investigation was true or not. That is, the matter of the 
tie-ups with Communism, eto., and my attitude oa Russie changed with 
several factors. I don't suppose you want that right now. I suppose that 
: ome later, in due course of time, but--the war line-up--eftor the 
d push and the Hitler tie-ud, I wae alienntd& from any--well, I 
{ 1 not want any tie-up with Communism or hing of thet sort beceuse 
| 
; ^, N Y; | 
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. I was very misk. I think meh of my interest in organizes- 

tions of this typ@ has been a very.great hastillity $o Hitler and to 
Mussolini and so most of my membership in organisations was before the 

present crisis. I did belong to the League for Posee and Democracy. 


. Are you at the present time a member of the American People's Kobiliza- 
tion, which vas formerly known as the American Peace Mobilization: 


, No. 


. Have you ever attended sny meetings of that organisation? 
A. No, 


. Have you ever made any financial contributions! 


A. No J Wever was for any peace mobilization after the war started. I an 
not talking about the American particination, I am talking about after 


Hitler went into Poland, I have never been an Isolationist or anything 
of that sort. l 


LR. BROWN, are you at the present tine or have you ever been » member of 
the Communist Party: 


. Ho. Never have been. 


. Eave you ever had any connections with the Communist FA in New Yor: 
City? l . 
A. M ue M 


ere | 
vy) | 
T " 


| 
| 


of literature in Virginia. 


thought. I was a teacher at a small school where there was no good 
library. I used to take all sorte of magazines. I was right out of col- | 
lege and I was ne interested as < person could be in a world with which 
I hadn't had mueb contact. I used to take all the magatines-—She-Netion; | SAB 
and, when the New Masses etarted, I took that. Since the New Masses I could 
a started I have taken it occasioNally. I have never been associated, 
“~“ however, with any of ite political policies. 


You mentioned the publication, New Hanke, MR. BROWS. o you consider 
that to be e Communiet publication: 1 


A, I have felt that ites support of the communist Party would make it see: 


| sympathetic, I don't know any of ite formal connegtions. It iK it 
Se is sympathetic to the Commniet Party. ' 


y vt] 


~. KR, BROW, do you recall having spoken at any meetinss0 of orgentizetíione 90! 
in New Tork City which were bap by the. Sema ims Party! da 
Pd 
à. No. I don't know eny sponsorship that onu t f hae given to ny of this 


kind of thing. I have spoken in Hew York City ‘wader all kinds of 
auspices. I have been teaching at Howard and I have known of Fowar?'s 
SAB seni-relationashin with the.Gosernment amd /ao Tark; I would not have 
an invitation taken A Ahk 1f Y had known it was mpor dozed-by~the Communist carty 
to speak 1 would not have taken it 1f I had know it was.&ponsored by the `o- 
. CYal tat’ Pa¥ty or any of the other partfes of that sort. I have never 
“been tied ur politically with any of hose groups. I may have svoken at 
groups that were said to have been sponsored, but I never sroka nt a 
aroun thet knew was sponsored or that it was told to me they sponsored. 


„R. BROWN, are you at the present tine or have you ever been 5 nenden 
of any organization which you have/reason te believe is dominated by 
the Communist Party or its policies alete by & foreign covernnent: 


. I have belonged to orpantenttens of which that has been seid. ut dur- 
ing my membership I nevar saw that. I never wag a very active member in 
“the sense of Knowing volicies or seeing where they came from. I mean, 
i am not a voting, arguing tye of member. I have been teaching and anf « 
not a good man for that sort of thing. I have Rehonged to.groure thet, iN l 
according to the 51es investigation, were under ugh dictation as you — 
mentioned. I 811 not know that nd I have newer seen any evidence of = 
that. I belong to no such group nov. I did belong to the League for 
SAB _American Writers. [en 000-+het-my- iimo A- A- en- ene. I haven't 
in that participated/for years. The League for Amerigam Writers was said by 
organization DIES to be such an organisation.| I have never seon any evidence of it, 
but again I certalaly did not search for that, and my contact was 
slight. I have never been an activa member in organisations. 


A 


Vis ! 9c A 


. I have no further questions. Is there any further statement you care to ; 
maket : | far I" 


A. "ell, another organization of * sort Le-thesamethiag ae I have saii- SAB 
is the League for Peace and Democracy, which I belonged to in Washington. 


The two causes were certainly causes that I believed in--a defense of  “\ 
My peace and demooracy/vefore the var started im Xurope. I& was an or- 


M'AS al. 
advocacy &enization OY whieh the prinatples|appecled age I joined. lam not-- 9 
of peace I was not e very active member of am af these. Tam not pleading aay my 


, was inactivity as not being behind it. | FL —end--"oré--6f, the feet "j 
SAB that my time is crowded. I an ^ tee Poy em 1-erytae- to vr e 4! 
not a man for meetings. It is ch mof» 6asy to get two do} la > five \/ = 

dollars out of me , and I let it\go A Het, ! so that. orge ation E 


belonged to. That, too, I under s 
man DIES. I will state ‘that for the ré 


den t know whether you, AES 


(more my personality” V. 
and) ; 


neked me any questions en 1t) I haw ier — to any political 
varty. I think that politically I w be a New Deal Democrat (I heve 

never voted because I an a oitisen of VXehington). IL haye gotten, I 

suppose the reputation as ^ £ jl becouse of my position on the rac5 x 

er in America, and f def MN "believe that democratic rights and 
privileges should come to all people, regardless of race or religion, snd SAB 
my writing has frequently stated: $hat. And im America when a Negro. TET 
states something of that sort he ie considered radical. I nean / the assumed 
opition of the Negro should be perhaps more doneorvatively stated, out 

n (sometimes) 1 havefstated it in my wri$inc. I am perfectly willing 

for the things that I have written to be 4horoughly investi cated Do a 

I stand. I think that that Would be àk Sadication more than this/me 
bership/«hioh, thought not accidental, is certainly not an important 


in thing in my life; but my books are availeble and I would be glad to rive 
organizations the names of them. n VY SA tur 
4. I might ask this further question, KR. BROWN: have ird edvoantea AET 
change in the constitutions! fern ef government: DEAS. 
: JA UP 


t. Theres is nothiag in my beliefs of su ;bversion. - (Tee 
I was not surprised be called down heres, but I was surprised ni being 
tied up with subversive activities. I venia never advocate a chenge by 
violence in the Amertoan—system. My gomplaints of the treatment of the 
Negro in America do mot mean that there 1s any place where he is treated better, 

~ yy vedby. It is that within a democratts framework he could be treated 

7 better. In this or isis I m pce for^it, and I think it is Voies lange 


A. I am glad you asked t 


— cone in our way of seven Snot believe th: 

come for the better by Yiolent reve en nx n come 

«8 they are coming and Aw they one. That te my position. {Ihave 
. Beyer joined any organization advocating Ahe overthrow of the American | 
 Woverünent, end T noi do (t. T Haye besi Wied ub with organite- SAB 
“tions that have been . alleged, Segeause of/ legepathios with certain w/ 
things that they nre dojme. For instance, the matter of the race in- 
—waqtality ' problen em in the South and the nat ter of the Negro problem throuzh- 
out the nation. Groupa like that have come out for those causes and! 
have supported them in my ovn way, which has been a rather small way, 
but I think the causes are important; But I hawe never advocated over- 
throw of the Government. It is = long answer to your question, but I 
wanted the record straight on that. y 

AX 


Qe Do you have anything further, MR. BROWN! 


83 


SAB 


A. I feel I can talk better with ist ons. I am writing books. There ic 
e whole lot that is pressing. There is a whole lot that's on my mind, 
and i don't want to just let it go. I vould Pather pror D 


about it that night idit you some benefit or help or nad ade 
: = 125 "s j 


* 


. Well, I have no further questions. 7 believe I have covered the sub- 
ject I am interested in. 


. I don't know whether my position is clear. This will have to be taken 
for what it is worth--but I loox upon myself as working within = demo- 
cratic framework for the improvement of democracy in the ways where it 
neans most to me. Since I am a Negro, I would be most interested in the 
welfare of my own people. Sinco ro mony ?2groes are poor, I wml ve 
nteresſted in such things as labor improvement, the shareeropher ityn- 
tion, ao.: but I think that those imvrovencnts oan be attnine3 In / Wer ic 
9| a democracy, and I think-that they won't be attaina! 1^ o> don': 
win thii wer, so I am for the winmáàmg of this war. 


. HR. BROW, you may have the opportunity, 4f you wish, of reading ^ 
transcript of this interview and of siening if, if you wish. It i: 
entirely within your discretion. 


A. I should like to see the transcript, of course, 


/s/ STERLING A. BROWN 


F.B.I. Wash. D. C. 


-CLOSED- 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


Highly confidential source from whom the active indices 
of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action 
were obtained. 


Highly confidential source from whom the active indices 
rican Peace mobilization were obtained. 
in a letter to the 
irector dated September 25, 1941, : STERLING A. BROWN, 
Internal Security, C. 


Public Relations Squad, Metropolitan Police Department. 


Confidential informant[ __|whose identity is known to 
the Bureau. a 


STERLING ALLEN BROWN 
HOWARD UNIVERSITY 
FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY 


Re Special Agent 
dated April 1, 1942, 
at Washington, D. C. 
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Mr. Molson 0 
Ere ue Tue 
Mr lar te | COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAILEDI2 

X APR 30 1942 PM. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U, S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Miss Gandy. 


f 


! a 7 


. Holloman | . 


iv 
Quinn Tamm Enclosure > 


April 30, 1942 


Honorable Paul Y. MoNutt 
Federal Security Agency 
Washington, De C. 


My dear Mr. Nennt: 


Ag you are aware, ths Federal Bureau of Investigation 
has been specifically instructed by Congress to investigate any 
Government Employee who is the subject of a complaint coming 
within the purview of Public Law No. 
make a complete report of its findings to Congress. 


In compliance with this directive an inves 
been conducted with regard to the individual whose name is 
out below and who is an employee of your department ana I am 
transmitting herewith a copy of the following investigative report 
which reflects the results of this inquiry: 


int ' De Ce 
fs BY 3 BT 1/2. j 


Inasmuch as our final report to Congress must be complete 
in every respect I would appreciate receiving your official comment 
as to the ultimate disposition of this case either by exoneration, 
HERA r administrative action, 


gt 


5. 77th Congress, and 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 


US 12 1342 


Vear Lr. Hoover: 


| We uen aenefully reviewed the following reports re- 
garding alleged subversive activities of certain euployees of the 
Howard University: 


iteport of Special agent v^ Law) 
lU42, at washington, 9. C., regardin 
who is employed by Howard U versity, & 
“Washington, D. C. 


ated ‘February 26, 


ieport of Special Agent 
at washington, 2. C., concerning 
— io is employed by the Feder 
at Howard University, Washington » D 


d Report of Special Agent 13 


ted April 16. 1942, 
E at Washington, D, Coy concerning 
euployed as an instructor at HORREN PRAE Dy 


Report of Special agent ME dated April i, 

. 1942, at Washington, D. C., conce terling Allen 
Brown, who is employed by the Howard niversity at 
ashington, D. C. 


dated April 1, 1942, 
Security Agency 


Ld LÀ 


Inasuuch as we find nothing in these reports showing | 
that the above employee has engaged in any uS itles which might 
properly be characterized subversive or dislo to our Governaeht, 


, they have been exonerated and we are filing the reports Without. 
|! further action. 


Sincerely yours nay 


| | ZI 
Assistant Admin ques 4 | 
Zr. John Ldgar jiloover, | 


Jirector, Federal bureau of Investigation, 
Jepartuent oi Justice, 
^ashington, 9. v. 
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‘September 11, 1942 


Special Agent in Charge 
Washington, D. C. 


RE: STERLINO ALLEN BROEK 
HOWARD UNIVERSITY 
FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY 
INTERNAL SECURITY, HATCH ACT 


Dear Sir: 


For your information and the completion of your files 
this is to advise that the above- mentioned government agency 
has advised the Bureau, after a review of the report submitted 
by your office, that no administrative action is being taken 

against the subject of this investigation. | TEE. 


V9 le 


2 


Very truly yours, 1 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAMED N eer 
vse IS S VIN ZU Seni e 
aal 1125 22 I 


John Edgar Hoover 


. olsen "i j . i Director 


, B. A. Tamm l E LE 
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i wr. K. X. m eP 
rm 4118 TED STATES CIVIL SERVICE CO ON ipod 
nad 1943 WASHINGTON, D. C. Clege 


. Clavin 
File Mr. Nichols 
CONFIDENT AE g 
EPF June 7 1 gS Rosen 
Date , Ñ r. "re * 8 
| My. Carson 
The Commission desires to bring to your attention the informat ibi, A gun- 
marized below: A 


IDENTIFYING DATA: Sterling A. Prom 
1222 Kearney Street, N. E. 
Weshington, D. C. 
Professor, Howard University 
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION: 


ve pro-gommunist sympathies. 
member ofj Ehe following organization | 
Action, National Board for the League of American Writers ;7 
for Peace and Democracy; and the washington Branch, American League for 
Peace and Democracy. It was also reported that he was a signer of a letter 
released by the Mercan Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom 
and printed in thp*Daily Worker on November 18, 1940 protesting the dis- 
missal of University of Michigan students for being "disturbing influences", 
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' L FRHNFORMATION CONTAINED 
ww EIN, IS UNCLASSIFIED 
i DATE, -/y- 9 2BY 
ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMISSION: 


The Commission has made no investigation in the case of Mr. Brome 


Very truly yours, 


Way, MEM Le 
Wm. H. McMillen 
Chief 


Investigations Division 
Copies sent to the agencies checked: 


X.. Federal Bureau of Investigation G 
Military Intelligence Service * — i— 1 
Office of Naval Intelligence 


1^ 
RECORTE * vrEXUT^ UT ii 10 1943 


3€ JUN 2.3 


STANDARD D. 64 


Off CC Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO . : DIRECTOR, FRI DATE: June 22, 19188 


a FRO 3 SAC, ZUY boo TEL, WASHINGTON FIELD 


F di dé 
„ SUBJEOT: STERLING ALLEN BROWN 
HOWARD UNIVERSITY 
LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


In connection with the investiration of case a — 


that STERLING ALLEN FROWN is employed at Howard University as Professor of 
English. F vies 


The pies of Washington Field Office reflect that he was subject 
of Hatch Act vhve st} tgation in April, 19l2, Confidential informants have ad- 
vised that STERLING BROWN'S name apveared on active indices of Washington 

Committee for Democratic Action and American Peace Mobilization. 


On arch 30, 1948 Confidential Informant[ ^ ladvi sed that STERLING 
BROWN is known to her as having been a member of the Communist Party 
have discussed the Communist Party work with her on a number of occasions. 


The above ——— is being furnished the Bureau inasmuch as the 
indices of this offica a not reflect that a loyalty case has been opened on 
STERLING BROWN. \ | 


TN 
«4 


cc - 121-0 P d i on Y-F? n 


101-1381 p . 
GCM: GPF NW. m i | RU A 


 oaptioned individual reflects that the PHI has | 


There is attached hereto an FBI investigative 
report reflecting the results of a security-typo atigation 
conducted in 1942. (1001396), ) j 


A cheek of thie Bureau's files conoser ng the 


further investigation concerning Steriin 
during the course of other investigatii some 

has been received indicating that he hes been 20150 in — 
nist front organizations sinoe thet date. 


It 1s noted that the afore-meutioned ropare rois ei 
that Sterling Brown was a member of the 
an orgenisation cited by the ig d General n 
the € of Executivo brder 9835. This e f 
tinted his activities ss & aber «nd 


— BC AEA ETS NPN " i 


— 
ant-of-known reliability advised that 
early in the fall of 19. the Orgsnising Comittee of the 
Jefferson School of Social Seiense proposed that. the institution 
have a Board of Direstors of thirty to forty members and ən 
e Committee of nine to twelve menubers. Avcor ding to 
the nennt the name of Sterling Brown * on a panel 
of namés from which some of the members of th board would be 
drawn. 


The "New York Age," a weekly publication, in the 
issue of January 26, kt published an artisle requesting thet 
Dr, Sterling Brown, lecturer at Vassar College end Professor | 
of Newerd vtt ipee yt was among those who lectured at the 

: em Sehool of Seciel Science in conneetíon with that 
-— insti inside ^ special course, "The Negro In Amsriesn — 


enten began on January 17, 1946. RECORDER by | , / -4 
by | E u 
Fs 


_ Original to State Department - Reason: Brown des Er 
Request Recei 3 


ad 12/23/52 "US Special 8 
Uu, submitted by Mises 


Exchange Service. 


Bookshop through the year 1008 NN 


The Jefferson Sohool of Social Se ene has been 
cited by the Attorney General us coming withiit the purses 
of Executive Order 9035.  (123-5971-1l, pp TR: 


Aocor to «n ertisle appearing en page eight of 
the January 16, 1946 issue of the "Daily worker," an east 
coast Communist newspaper, Sterling Brown was emong those 
honored at a dinner sponsored "New Hasses, a Communist 
publiestion. Inte dinner, whieh was held at the Hotel 
Commodore at New York City, on Jann lj, 1946, waa held to 
honor Negro and White Americans for their eontribution towards 
a demoorstio America, (61-9182 Sub gi 


On Maroh 30, 1946, an informant of known 5 
advised that Sterling Brown was mom to him am having been 
a member of the Commmist Party and had NA ; 
Communist Perty work on a number of ove: 


The foregeing information is being furnished as the 
result of your request for an FBI file oheok end is not to be 
eonatrued as s clesrenoe or a nonclesrance. It is for your 
confidential information und is not to be W outside 
of your agency. 
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SAC, Washington Piela (101-1381) ~ °° warch 6, 1953 


Director, FBI  (100-1,39604) 


STERLING ALLIN BRD 00)? ^ ^ X. 
SECURITY MATTER - © ||—— 


LABOR-FED:4RAL SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT OF 1953 P 


b7C 


Reference is “ace to Bureau letter dated Mareh 3, 
1953, entitled, "Employees of Howard University, Washington, 
D. C., Labor-Pederal Security Appropriations Act of 1953." 


The aboveecaptioned individual is reported to be 
presently employed at Howard University. It is requested that 
a full security investigation be conducted in accordance 
with instructions set out in referenced letter, The resu 
of your investigation should reach the Burean within tves 
days after you receive this letter, You should prepare 
detailed investigative report incorporating therein el 
pertinent information regarding subject's background an 
subversive activities, irresvectives of whether the information 
has been imiuded in previous reports. Informtion se 
forth should be carefully paraphrased to protect the iden 
ef all informants. The original source of tne information 
mould ba obtained and identified in acoordanee with current 
Bureau rules regarding documentation of evidence, 


m ; 
Upon completion of vour investigation, the rapport 
will be furnished to the Department for a prosecutive pinken. 
You should not present these cases to the United states 
Attorney locally. em 


fj 


If, during your investigation, you find that the 
subject 1s employed on a pert-tine basis and is employs 
another Government oosition, you should immediately a senthe 
Bureau. 


Attached 

of the report of SA 

ee. 1950, at New York, captioned 

Ladd .— — Inquiry - State Department, Publ 
" (Voice of America). 


eee Be ; oa web! OF q pon oe e ye: 
a REGGAE n / 605432 “fe ep eee 


13 ons copy 
d_Octever 25, 


Vinerna — E LEM MAR 101999 p^ (7 nA ™ 
ipee: i l TJJ 2 N a z : : e , y .m P" i 137 Nu r v d 
H 4 1 A — 
WX MAR s mo es 7 
——— NOTE ON YELLOW: Brown subject of closed Internal Security- 


Hatch Act case, Washington Field office of origin, 
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It is to bo noted that on page sight of this 
report an informant of kaown reliability Wáwised that 
early in the Fall of 1943 the Organizing QGmmittee of the E 
Jefferson School of Social Scieme pro "that the s 
institution have a Board o` Directors of thirty to forty 
med ers and an executive committee of nine to twelve 
members. <Acoording to the informant, the name Sterling 
Brown appeared on a panel of names from which some of 
the members of the board would be drawn. 


On page nine of this report it is to be noted 
that the January 26, 19:6, issue of the "New York Age" 
published an article reflecting that Dr. Sterling Brown, 
Lecturer at Vassar College and Professor of Howard 
University, was among those who lectured at the Jefferson 
School of Social Sclence in connection with that 
institution's special course, "The aero in American 
Life," which began on January 17, 1946. 


According to an article appoaring on pago eight 
of the January 16, 1946, issue of the "Daily worker," 
Sterling Brown was among those honored et a dinner 
sponsored by "New Masses,” a Communist publication. This 
dinner which was held at the Hotel Commodore at New Tork 
City on January lh, 19,6, was held to honor Negro and m. 
white Americans for their contribution toward a Democratic ^ / 
Arericas | — 


By Washington Field Office letter dated June 22, 
1948, the Bureau was advised that on Mareh 30, 194^, 
Confidential Informant dvised that Sterling Brown 
is known to her as having been a member of the Communist 
Party and to have discussed tie Communist Party work with 
her on a number of occasions, 


Bureau files fail to reflect any additional infor- 
mation regarding this sub] et other than that already known 
to your office, : 


| "New York Age," a weekly prbliachion, p 
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January 30, 1953 


. b6 
STERLING ALLEN BROWN = b7C 
Washington, D.C. 


fg VoL 
( -0C-4 39611) 


For information concerning the capti ! 
you Bre referred to the report of -— agent | 
dated April 1, 1942, at Washington, D.C., concerning Sterling 
Allen Brown, who vas at that time employed by Howard University 
at Washington, D.C. A copy of this report was furnished the 
Federal Security Ageney on April 30, 1942. 


check of this Bureau's files concerning the captioned 
indi vidual TIMOR that the FBl has conducted no further investi- 
gation concerning Sterling Allen Brown, however, during the 
course of other investigations, some information has been received 
indicating that he has been sotive in Communist front organizations 
since that date. 


It is noted that the afore-mentioned report refleots 
that Sterling Brown was & member of the Washington Bookshop, 
an organisation sited by the Attorney General as coming within 
the purview of Executive Order 9835. This Bureau's files re- 
flect that Brown continued his activities as a member and speaker 
of the Washington Bookshop through the yeer 1946. 
(100-21,599- "s 182; A d im i 

An inf Peliapiitty advised that carly 
An the fall of 19h43, the Organising Comalttes of the Jefferson 
Sehool of Social 36ienoe proposed that the fhatitution have a 
Boerd of Directores of thirty to forty members and an 8 
Committee of nine to twelve members. According to the informant . 
the name of Sterling Brown appeared on & pent] of names from — 
which some of the metbers of the board would be drawn. This 
Bureau's files contain no information reflecting that Brown was 

appointed to this Board. The Januery 26, 1946 issue of the 
ubifshed an article 


— wefleating that Dr. Sterling Brown, lecturer at Vassar College 


AT 60 SEGURI TY INFOR 


and Professor of Howard University, wag those who leotured 
at the Jefferson Sehool of Social Selence | E with that 
institution's special sourse, Tu Keero 


R A Life,” which 
began on January 17, 106. 140 2. 
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The Jefferson School of Social Seienee has been 
cited by the Attorney General as coming within the purview 
of Executive Order 9835, (123-5971-1h, pe T, n) 
Accordi to an article appearing on pege eight of 
the January 16, 1946 issue of the "Daily worker," an east coast 
Communist newapaper, Sterling Brown was among those honored at a 
dinner sponsored by "New Masses," a Communist publication. This 
dinner, which was held at the Hotel Commodore at New York City 
on January lh, 196, wes held to honor Negro and white Americans 
for their contribution towards a democratic America, 


(les d 1 Hoek 30, 1948, an dida of known reliability 


advised that Sterling Brown was 


& member of the Communist Part 


9 LO Ar Shed et ng information is being furnished as the 
E of your request for an FSI file check and is not to be 
construed ae a clearance or a nonclearanse, It is for your 
eonfidential information and is not to be disseminated outside 
of your agency. 
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WASHINGTON AND NEW YORK FROM WASH FIELD (R m. 23 us Si E Jy gs | 


DIRECTOR AND SAC ` TE es DEFERRED 
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=, STERLING ALLEN BROWN, SM-C; LABOR-FEDERAL SECURITY a 
ACT OF 1953. BUFTLE 100-4396). REBULET 3-6-LAST INITIATING FULL 
SECURITY INVESTIGATION, BUDED 3- 29r NEXT. FOR INFORMATION NY 


INVESTIGATION BAS:D ON FACT SUBJECT V PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH, HOWARD 
UNIVERSITY, WASH. D.C. RECEIVES FUNDS UNDER. FSA ACT OF 1953 


THERE IS INFORMATION AVAILABLE INDICATING RECORD OF cowwUNISP- V pe. 
FRONT AFFILIATIONS ON PART OF SUBJECT «,, BACKGROUND: NEGRO, BORN b7D 
B-1-O1, WASH., D. C., ATTENDED WILLIAMS COLLEGE 1918-22, HARVARD 

UNIV. 1922-23, 1931-32. EMPLOYED VIRGINIA SEMINARY AND COLLEGE 
1923-26, LINCOLN UNIV., JEFFERSON CITY, MO, 1926-28, FISK UNIV., 
1928-29, HOWARD UNIV. SINCE 1929 (SZBATTICAL LEAVES 1931-32, 


1937-38), VISITING PROFESSOR, ATLANTA UNIV., SUMMER SESSIONS 


1934-37, VISITING PROFESSOR, VASSOR COLLEGE, N.Y., SEPT. T0— 
DEC., 1945-46,47, EDITOR ON NEGRO AFFAIRS, FEDERAL ums \ 
PROJECT, WPA, 1936-37, RECIPIENT GUGGENHEIM FELLOWSHIP ` 3937 


1941 THAT SUBJECT IS CP MEMBER WORKING DIRECTLY OUT OF NY NAT TONAL, 
CP OFFICE, UPON CURRENT Reconracr| —— Jorarws DID NOT MAKE SUC 
STATEMENT AND IF HE DID IT WAS: UNTRUE. REBULET REFERRED TO REP 
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PAGE TWO 


b6 
HTC 


NY 123-3941 WHEREIN SEVERAL REFERENCES MADE TO ONE STERLING 
BROWN. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS RECORDS REVEAL EX ISTENCE OF STERLING 


ALLEN BROWN (SUBJECT), NOTED NEGRO Pop] —  ] 


BELIEVED SOM; REPRRENCES TO STERLING BROWN IN. I ]sron REFER 
TO SUBJECT WHILE OTHSRS TO THE STERLING BROWN. or No. NY REQUESTED 
ON BASIS ROVE BACKGROUND, REPORT INFORMATION ITS FILES IDENTIFIABLE 
WITH SUBJECT IN A CURRENT REPORT, SUITABLE FOR DISSEMINATION, UNDER | 
CHARACTER INDICATED ABOVE. IN ADDITION TO REFERENCES IN HLREP Rh 
|__| REFER REP SA[ sd 12-10-42, NYC, "LEAGUE OF AMERICAN 
WRITERS, IS-C", NY 100-11720 PAGE 105 LISTS STERLING BROWN, 1222 
KEARNY ST., NE, D.C. AS MEMBER. NOTE THIS BAS BEEN SUBJECTS 
RESIDENCE SINCE THIRTIES. IN X9; . QT INTERVIEW SUBJECT 
ADMITTED HAVING BELONGED TO LEAGUE 55 AME ICA WRITERS. INCLUDE 


IN YOUR REP RESULTS OF CHE ICK WITH ri > PROPRIATE INFORMANTS, SOURS 
AND AGENCIES. WFO ORIGIN, \ 
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Office. Memor? MI . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 2 


Director, FBI (100-4396) DATE: 3/30/53 
SAC, New York (100-113603) 


* 
SUBJECT: STERLING ALLEN BROWN 
SM - C; LABOR - FEDERAL 
SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT OF 1953 


Rerep of SA [cate March 30, 1953, 
at New York City. 


Information contained in the following report has 
not been included in referenced report inasmuch as it was not 
known by the New York Office it the intormation had been pre- 
viously reported by the office of origin. 


at Washington, D. Dus en 
Security - Re 


BA[ E lagerte that the files of 
the Bureau of Specia ervices and Investigation, New York City 


Police Department, contained information which reflects that 

one STERLING BROWN is referred to in the Dies Ommittee Index, 
Appendex 9. This information has not been incorporated into 
referenced report inasmuch as it was felt by the New York Office 
that this information may have previously been reported by 

the office of origin. 


It is to be noted that investigation at 
New York, reflects that 


a Socialist and "rabid anti-Communist," whose 
ress was in care ot the Department ot History, 
University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon. has been set out 
for the Portland Division to interview [| — -J inasmuch as the 
| Bureau deadline was indicated to be Marc ; 1953, and it was 
not known by the New York Office whether the office ot origin 


desired to have she above named individual interviewed for 
information cohcerning the sub ject. 
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(6) Enes. 
E - Washington Field-(3 Enes.) 


Letter to Director, FBI 3/30/53 
NY 100-113603 


It is also to be noted that the subject's record 
at New York University, New York City, retzects that he was 
employed at the University of Minnesota, asia Visiting Professor 
in the summer ot 1946. By the same reason as set forth above 
no lead has been set out to have this employment verified, 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT WASHING 


REPORT MADE AT — mo 


NEW YORK 3/ 30/' 53 


— MÀ ——————— 


Mir ef 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE | REPORT MADE BY 


— 


— 2 | o 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


STERLING ALLEN BROWN SEQURITY MATTER ~ C; 
LABOR - FEDERAL SECURITY 
1 APPROPRIATIONS ACT OF 1953 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 90 d Rey a 
NUS MP Sub ject enployed Vassar College 
(cn „ 1945, 1946, and 1947; New York Uni- p Á NS. 
| | versity September, 1938, to Sep tember, Col 
i ] : fy 1941, and also during summer 1949 and a S 
if j VU 1950. Reliable informants report it. 


Pd 


— — 


subject member of or affiliated with ‘ 
several Communist Party front groups, 
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BE [ex o9 cmt em 
DETAILS: BACKGROUND parte tE 7 775 
"We TE RN 
, B Criminal 
E 


no record for the subject. ^» «cr 
à k É | 
are? u Wü oq iamen 1 8 RÈG. 


ud | sal y_ —,Jascertained on March 27, 1953, 
that the Poughkeepsie, New York, yr EPOR cont aired 


on March 27, 1953, that the records for the subject 
that he was employed as a Visiting Professor of 
English at Vassar College for the first semester of the 
school year in 1945, 1946 and 1917. She further advised that 


ester started in September and ended in January. 
dvised that the subjectts records reflect 
at & onal employment was indicated to be as a Visiting 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 
pi LD B 


bt . be le, 
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Professor at the New York University in 1939 and 194.0. Tn 
addition the records reflect that subject received a Rosewald 
Fellowship in the summer and fall ot 1952. 


advised the writer on March 27, 1953, that subject was employed 
at the New York University as an instructor in General Educa- 
tion trom September 1, 1938, to September 1, 1939; from 
September, 1939, to Sep l. was employed as a 

lecturer of education. further advised that 

the records furtherreflect that the sudject left the University 
in September, 191, and returned for the summer sessions of 
1949 and 1950 as a Visiting Professor or Education. 


According — additional 
employment for the subject was indicated to be as a Visiting 


Protessor at the University of Minnesota in the summer of 
1916. 


Residence 


previously mentioned, 
advised that the subject's records reflect that his home 
address was 1222 Kearny Street, N. E., Washington, D. C., 
and that he resided on the campus at Vassar College during 
his employment there in 1915, 1946 and 197. 


— mentioned, advised 
that the records 6 ew Lor niversity reflect that the 
subject's home address was 1222 Kearny Street, N. E., Wash- 
ington, D. C. She further advised that no local address was 


indicated for the subject during his employment at New York 
University. 


AFFILIATIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 


Communist Party Fronts 
American League for Peace and Democracy 


The American League for Peace and Democracy 
has been cited by the Attorney General as coming within the 
purview ot Executive Order 9835. 


"E um 


NY 100-113603 


The Report of a hearing before the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, 


76th Congress, on page 5508, reflects that one STERLING BROWN b2 
was Vice Chairnan of the American League for Peace and we 
Denocracy in September, 1939. B Rs s 


Jefferson School of Social Science 


Ihe Jefferson School of Sa: ial Seience nas been 
cited by the Attorney General as coming eee the purview 
of Executive Order 9835. 


Confidential snfoman{—] os known reliabil- 
ity, advised on October 16, 1943 tha TERLING BROWN -was 
being considered as a member of the Board of Directors for 
the Jefferson School of Soeial Science in; 2943. 


The "New York Age", issue of January 26, 1946, 
published an article indicating hi one Dr, STERLING SBOWN, 
lecturer at Vassar College and Professor at Howard University, 
conducted a spécial class at the Jefferson School of. Social 
Science on "The Negro in American Life" which MENS January 
17, 1915, 


The "New York Age" is: F by the 
"Worker", an East Coast Communist Sunday newspaper, issue 
of October 16, 1949, Section 1, page 5, golunni i às an 
"influential Harlem weekly publication". 


— on March 27, 1953 


that the files of the Bureau of Special Services and Investi- 
gation, New York City Police Department, reflect that the 
name STERLING BROWN appeared on the faculty list of the 
Jefferson School of Social Science in 19 


League for American Writers E 

The League for American Writers has been cited 
by the Attorney General as coming within the purview of 
Executive Order 9635, 


ET E 


NY 100-113603 


555 previously mentioned, advised 
that the subject's record at the New York University reflects 


that the subject stated on an application dated August 30, 
1939, that he was a member of the League for American Writers. 


Confidential Inrormant[ ] of known reliability, 
advised in 194l that STERLING*BROWN of 1222 Kearny Street, 
Ne E., Washington, D. C., was a member of the League of American 
Writers. 


A 1940 letterhead ot the League of American Writers 
Inc., 381 hth Avenue, New York City, reflects the name of one 
STERLING BROWN as being one of the National Board members. 


the Fourth Report of Un-American Activities in 
California in 1948 on Communist Front Organizations, page 27h, 
reflects that one STERLING BROWN had been affiliated with the 
League for American Writers and its congresses. 


National Negro Congress 


The National Negro Congress has been cited by 
the Attorney General as coming within preview ot Executive 
Order 98356 


ascertained that the files 
oi the Bureau of S ervices and Investigation, New 
reflect that STERLING 2i0WN, a 
No was from Washington, D. C., 
egro Congress in 1943. 


"New Masses" nas been cited by the Attorney 
General \as a "Communist periodical." 


in the January » 1946, issue ot the "People's 
Voice," page 5, column 5, t e is a picture ot STERLING 
BROWN who is descr being a Professor at Howard Univer- 
sity and on the professional staff ot Vassar College. The | / 
article reflects that the subject received an award for poetry. T 
from the "New Masses" as being an outstanding American. 


In the December 29, 1945, issue of the "People's 
Voice," page 5, it is indicated that one STERLING BROWN 
would attend a dinner which was to be held on January 15, 191,6, 


-h4 — 


: posses 


in the. Hotel Commodore, New York City, under the auspices of 
"New Masses" to honor Negroes and white Americans for their 
contributions towand an America of peace, 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A 1943 letterhead of tne Book unt on, Incorpor- 
ated, 381 Fourth Avenue, New York City, reflects the name of one 
STERLING BROWN as being one of the Advisory Council. 


The Book Union has been cited by the Special. 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Report of March 29, 19, 
page 96, as 1 of Communist Mc 
— à 


— 


Confidential Infommant| — | of known reliabii- 
ity; advised that the Association of Usmocratique Haitienne 
and Friends of JAQUES: ROUMAIN was completely controlled by 
the Communist Par ty. 


i al rora i on March 27, 
1953, that the files 5 e Eureau of Special Services and, 
Investigation, New York Clty Police Department, reflect that 
the subject was listed as honorary Chairman of a banquet to be 


held at the Essex House on ee 25, 1951, in honor of 
We "à B. DuBOIS. 


Confidential tatorasnt [| of x known reliabil- 
e 


ity, has described DUBOIS as a concea ;ommuni st. 


Confidential Informant: of unknown reliabil- 
ity, but who nas furnished reliable: Ormation in the past 


NY 100-113603 


Communist tendencies on the Hart of the subject and as a 
matter of fact he has on occasion heard the subject express nis 
| atisfaction of PAUL ROBESON and ROBESON!'$ activities. 
De lurtar stated that the person who would know móre about 

6 subject's activities during the time he; Was at Vassar 


He stated that:it was his 
ould not have associated with the sub- 


opinion that 
. gect if tne subject had shown any Communist tendencies at we 
"AN. —. PAAR DR 
| | b7C 


Confidential Intormant| _] mentionea pre- oe 
viously, advised in June of 1950 that .PAUL ROBESON was known 


to him as a concealed Communist in the years prior to 1945. 


lIinfommnts[ —— — — — — —] 
all of known reliability, ad- 
vised on March 26, 1953, that the subject was. unknown to 


them, 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


INFORMANTS 


Date of 

Activity 

and/or 
Identity of Description of Date Agent to File Number 
Source — information ^  . Received Whom Furnished Where Located 


Attended 100-59518-250 
meeting of 

Association of 

Democratique 

Haitienne and. 

Friends of 

JAQUES ROUMAIN 


Used to Document 
Association of 
Democratique 
Haitienne and 
Friends ot 
JAQUES ROUMAIN 


Background Instant 
Report 


Negative Instant 
Report 


NY 100-1136603 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd. ) 


INFORMANTS (Cont.'d.) 


Identity Da te of Activity A ent to File # 
of * | and/or Description Date | om and 


Source A ..9f Information | Rec'd. Furnished Location 


Negative | Instant 
report 


Used to àocument W. .. 


 BUDENZ, a 
, CP. functionar 
until 10/191, 


Used to document PAUL ROBESON. 


. MISCELLANEOUS 


| Six copies of this report have. been designated for 
the Bureau inasmuch ag referenced girtel reflects that this report 
may be disseminated. , . |. Move e. ý 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd, ) 


REFERENCE p . 
Airtel to Bureau and New York fron Washington 
Field dated March 23, 1953, 


NY, 100-113603 


Ihe Report of & hearing before the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, 
76th Congress, on page 5508, reflects that one STERLING BROWN 
was Executive Secretary or the American League for Peace and 

Democracy in September, 1939. 


Jefferson School of Social Science 


The Jefferson School of Social Science has been 
cited by the Attorney General as coming within the purview 
of Executive Order 9835. 


Confidential tarara] of known reliabi- 
lity, advised on October 16, 1943, that one STERLING BROWN was 
being considered as a member ot the Board of Directors for 
the Jefferson School of Social Science in 193. 


The "New York Age", issue of January 26, 1916, 
published an article indicating that one Dre STERLING BROWN, 
lecturer at Vassar College and Professor at Howard University, 
conducted a special class at the Jefferson School of Social 
Science on "The Negro in American Life" which began January 
17, 1946. 


The "New York Age" is characterized by the 
"Worker," an East Coast Communist dur cud newspaper, issue 
of October 16, 1919, Section l, page 5}, column 1, as an 
"influential Harlem weekly publication.“ 


sal Jascertathes on March 27, 1953, 
that the files ot the Bureau of Special Serwces and Investi- 
gation, New York City Police Department, reflect that the 

1 


name STERLING BROWN appeared on the faculty list of the. 
Jefterson School’ of Social Science in 196. . 


League for American Writers : 
aa " 


Tae League for American Writers has been cited 
by the Attorney General as coming within the purview of 
Executive Order 9835. 


* | 


NY 100-113603 


in the Hotel Commodore, New York City, under the ayspicies of 
"New Masses" to honor negroes and white Americans for their 
contributions toward an America of peace. 

vie 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A 193 letterhead of the Book Union, Incorpor- 
ated, 381 hth Avenue, New York City, reflects the name oi one 
STERLING BROWN as being one of the Advisory Council. 


Ihe Book Union has been cited by the Special 


Committee on Un-American Activities, Report of March 29, 19), 
page 96, as being disbpibutors of Communist literature. 


al Inrommant| .. |o: km vy, 
advised on that one STE G BROWN 


poet and ardent Communist. ; 


JAQUES ROUMAIN, recently deceased Haitian negro 
yp A 


1 

Confidential Inf'hrmant of known reliabi- 
lity, advised that the &ssociatidén ot Democratique Haitienne 
and Friends of JAQUES ROUMAIN was ‘completely controlled by 
the Communist Party. À 


SA — Sn on March 27, 
1953, that the files of the Bureau of Special Services and 
Investigation, New York City Police Depártment, reflect that 
the subject was listed as honorary Chairman of a banquet to be 


held at the Essex House on February 23, 1951, in honor of 
W. E. B. DUBOIS. 


| LOUIS F. BUDENZ, former Managtng Editor ot the 
"Daily Worker" and a Communist Party functionary until October, 
1945, has described DuBOIS as a concealed Communist. 


Confidential Informant — unknown reliab- 
ility, but who has furnished reliable ormation in the past, 


He stated that he had no knowledga ol any 


- 5 — 


NY 100-113603 


Communist tendencies on the part of the subject and as a matter 


of fact he has on occasion heard the subject express, dissat- 
isfaction of PAUL ROBESON and ROBESON's activities. further 


stated that the person who would know more about the subject's 
activities during the time he was at Vassar College was a former 
professor at Vassar by the name of | 


He stated that it was his opinion ma C an not have 


associated with the subject it the sub ject fad shown any p2 
Communist tendencies at all. ; 915 
In June of 1950 LOUIS BUDENZ advised that x 


PAUL ROBESON was known to him as a concealed Communist in 
the years prior to 195. 


contidentiel tatormantd — — — 
all of known relia y, advise 


on March 26, 1953, that the subject was unknown to them. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONT'D) 


INFORMANTS (CONT'D) 


Date of 
Activity 
and/or | 
Identity of Description of Date Agent to File Number 
Information Received mom Furnished Where Located 


Negative | |] Instant 
Report 


Negative -26- Instant 
NY 69lh-8 Report 


Negative Instant 
Report 


Negative Instant 
Report 


Negative Instant 
Report 


Negative Instant 
Report 


Negative Instant 
Report 


EY 


MISCELLANEOUS ES 


N 
Six copies oi this report has been designated 
for the Burea inasmuch as referenced airtel reflects: that this 
report may be disseminated. 
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Airtel to Bureau and New York from 
Washington Field dated March 23, 1953. 
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Office Memor 


N, UNITED r GOVERNMENT 


DIRSCTOR, FBI (100-4396 ) , DATE: March 30, 1953 
V rrom : SAC, WFO (101-1301) 
| 
SUBJECT: STERLING ALLEN BROWN , 
SECURITY MATTER - C b6 
LABOR - FEDERAL SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS b7C 


2 ACT OF 1953. 


Rebulet 3-3-53 "Employees of Howard University, Washington, D. C., 
j aban - Federal Security Appropriations Act of 1953", and bulet 3-6-53 
bearing same caption as instant letter. 


Enclosed are five copies of the report of s|[ | ] 


dated March 30, 1953. 


In accordance with instructions contained in rebulet 3-3-53 authority 
is hereby requested to interview subject. 


Re SAC letter #127, 12-5-52, Section (E) INTERVIEWS OF SUBJECTS 
OF SECURITY CASES. 


The following information, not included in the enclosed report, 
is offered for the Bureau's consideration: 


(2) 
* 
* 
* 
(4) : 
(5) There is no information available indicating 
ae membership or affiliation in subversive groups h Pa 
/ E of any other close relatives of the subjecte b 
j ET 
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AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED ON 12-28-2006 


FEDERAL MEN E INVESTI 3A 


Form No. 1 941 % og. 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT WASHINGTON FIELD 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


- WASHINGTON, D.C. | 3-30-53 | 3/11-26/53 ONDE te": 


CHARACTER OF CASE ` 


SECURITY MATTER - C 
STERLING ALLEN BROWN . |LABOR“FEDERAL SECURITY 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT OF 1953 


— 
— — A ES 


a SRL ING ALLEN BROWN, born 51-91, Wasnington, 
j 1 iren B. A. Williams College and M. K. 
Harvard University. Since mid 20's has taught 
ious colleges and universities; on faculty 
Howard University since 1929, presently Professor 
of English. Residence 1222 Kearny Street, N. E., 
Washington, D.C. Subject is well known poet, 
ist, and literary critic; specialist in field 
egro poetry. Details of alleged affiliation 
Vth Communist Party set out. Subject has in past 


ist publications; howewer, many of his works 
appeared in publications of a non-Communist 
— e. In 1942 BROWN was subject of investigation 

by FBI under perview of Hatch Act. Comments by 
associates at chat time set forth - favorable. 
Results of 1942 interview with, subject set out = 
admitted some Canmunist front Mtfiliations, denied 
others. Reliable informants acquainted with current 
Communist activities D.C. area unacquainted with 
e and wife. Agency checks not pertinent. 
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DETATLS: AT WASHINGTON, D.C. 


PREFACE 


In 1942 STERLING ALLEN BROWN was investigated by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation under the purview of Hatch Act, and in accordance 
therewith was interviewed under oatu by a Special Agent of the Federal 
Bureau of investigation. The verbatim record of tnis interview will be 
set out in full in the MISCELLANEOUS Section of instant report. 


During the Hatch Act investigation a number of associates, 
friends, neighbors, etc., of the subject were interviewed. Their general 
comments will also be reported in the MISCELLANEOUS Section. However, 
where these individuals made comments specifically applicable to the 
subject's activities and/or attitudes concerning various organiz&tions 

of a Communist nature, those comments will be set out in the appropriate 
Section and sub-section of this report relating to the specific 


organization 
involved, T „ = he 
. 


x, / 
This investigation reveals STERLING-BROWN Lo be a poét, essayist, «| 
and literary critic of note, particularly in the field of Negro poetry. N) 
A number of his works have appeared in Communist publications and/or / 


referred to in publications of this nature. on the other hand,.numePoUs— ~~ 
of the subject's contributions have appeared in publications not Communist "A 
in nature. Where the works appear or are referred to in CommuniSt publica- 
tions reference to same will be made in the appropriate section and sub- 
section of this report. In addition a section entitled STERLING ALLEN 

BROWN CONTRIBUTOR TO NUMEROUS OTHER PUBLICATIONS, is being devoted to a 


listing, from generally available sources, of subject's writings appearing 
in non-Coamunist publications, 


BACKGROUND 
Birtn Data 


The records of the Bureau of Vita Statistics, birth record 
number 109432, reveals that STERLING BROWN was born on May l, 1901 at 
26) 6th Street, N. ., Washington, D. C. 


! Nd j^ 
Parents are listed as STARLING NELSON BROWN, and ADELAIDE BROWN, 

nee Allen, both born in Tennessee. Father's occupation is listed 4s 

clergyman. 
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Citizenship Status 


The subject is a United States citizen by virtue of his birth 
at Washington, D.C. 


Education 


The personnel files of Howard University, reviewed by NN 
.  — ]reveal that subject attended Williams College from 1918 


receiving a B.A. Degree. He also attended Harvard University 1922 to 1923 
and 1931 to 1932 and is a recipient of a M.A. Degree. 
Marital Status 


According to a report of the Credit Bureau Incorporated dated, 
September 14, 1950 the subject is 


Military Service Record 


There is no information available indicating the subject to 
have ever been a member of any branch of the military service. 


Criminal Record 


A check of the subject's name in the Criminal Arrest Records 
Section, Metropolitan Police Department reveals no record for the subject. 


The subject's name was also checked in the Name Index Section 
of the Identification Division, Federal Bureau of Investigation, and no 
record was located. 


Employment 


The personnel files of Howard University reveal the following 
employment record for the subject: 


1923 to 1926, teacher, Virginia Seminary and 
College, Lynchburg, Virginia. 

1926 to 1928, teacher, Lincoln University, 
Jefferson City, Missouri. 

1928 to 1929,Fisk University, 

Nashville, Tennessee. 

1929 to present. In 1929 subject entered on 
duty at Howard University at Washington, D.C. 
and in 1942 was elevated to the position of 
Associate Professor of English. He is presently 
a Professor of English. This employment was 


-e 
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interrupted by periods of sabbatical leave 
1931 to 1932 and 1937 to 1938. He was on 
leave of absence from Howard University 197 

to 1948 for purpose of writing a book. 

193k to 1937 (summer sessions), visiting 

professor, Atlanta (Georgia) University. 

1936 to 1937, Editor on Negro Affairs, Federal 

Writers Project (WPA). 

1937 to 1938, Guggenheim Fellowship. p2 
1945 to 1947 (September to December), Visiting b7D 
Professor, Vassar College, New York. 


Residences 


The personnel file at Howard University reveals that in 1929 
the subject was residing 26 6th Street, N. N., Washington, D.C. Washington, 
D.C. city directories for various years since 1935 reveal the subject 
to have since then been residing at 1222 Kearny Street, N. B., Washington, 
D.C. which is his present residence address. 


Status of Health 


There is no information available indicating the subject to 
be of other than normal health. T 


AFFILIATIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY 


The Communist Party, USA, has been cited by the Attorney General 
as a subversive organization within the puryiew of Executive Order 9035. 


de unknown reliability — — — — — — —  — — — ]te 
the effect that STERLING A.VBROWN was a member of the Communist Party 
e Nation 


working directly out of l Office of the Commjnist Party in 
New York. He advised that subject did not belong to the Communist Party 
of the District of Columbia in an ef fert to hide his party connection, 


[ ]reinterviewea in connection with the current investigation 
of subject and specifically concerning the statement made D n 
advised "I don't want to hurt Doctor BROWN," stated that he did no 
think he had made the statement attributed to and that if he had made 
it, it would have been untrue because he never knew the subject to have 
been a member of the Communist Party. Further,  ]stated that if he 

had made the statement in| __|3t could-Aet possibly have been meant in 
the present tense because he would have been in no position to then know 
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of Communist Party membership on the part of subject and would have 

had to have been in the past tense meani that BROWN had been a member 
of the Communist Party prior to 191. summed up his views concerning 
Communist Party membership on the part or Subject by stating that even 

if he at BROWN had been a member of the Cammunist Party in the 
pastal | would not now admit same, 


also stated that during the 1930's he was a student of the 
sub ject's oward University and had the usual student-instructor 
association and since then has had only casual intermittent contact with 
BROWN. This informant claims that he has never known BROWN to have been 
associated with any Communist front organizations and has no reason to 
question BROWN'S loyalty to this country. 


meme, stated then that subject likes to contemplate force and^ ^ — b 
violence as well as claiming that the Negroes are persecuted. Infofmant 
advised that subject had often expressed to him his beliefs that revolution ] 
will bringaSovietized South and that the hope for the Negro race to dominate 

the South lies in Communism. The informant, however, did not consider 

subject to be a dangerous individual, 


[as ssional associate of the subject at Howard 
University, a sed hat he recalled specifically hearing BROWN 
critize the "fickle imsey of the Communist Party line". 


©  % 
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tha OWN'S poetry can not be called Communistic and BROWN h 

indication that he is sympathetic to the Communist Party. 
further stated that BROWN was said to have spoken in a meeting of sa 
organization in Carnegie Hall, New York which meeting informant advised 
was reported to be sponsored by the Communist Party. Informant stated 
that he inquired of BROWN concerning this meeting and that BROWN replied 
he did not know whether or not this meeting was sponsored by the Communist 
Party but even if it were he, BROWN, was not a Communist. 


[d tnen an associate of subject at Howard University, advised 


Sub ject's comments concerning any alleged affiliation with the 
Communist Party, made during the 1942 Hateh Act interview by the FBI, 
will be set forth in the MISCELLANEOUS Section reporting the results of 
the Hatch Act interviewe 


AFFILIATIONS WITH ORGANIZATIONS CITED BY ATTORNEY GENERAL AS 
WITHIN THE PURVIEW OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 9835 


All organizations listed in the subheadings of this section have 
been cited by the Attorney General as within the purview of Executive 
Order 9035. 


American League for Peace and Democracy 


Appendix IX of the published record of investigation of 
Communist front organizations by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, 78th Congress, Second Session, contains as an exhibit a 
letterhead dated March lh, 1939 of the Washington Branch, American League 
for Peace and Democracy, 80) 17th Street, NeW. Among the officials 
listed is the name of STERLING BROWN as one of the vice-chairmen. The 
files of the Special Investigations Squad, Metropolitan Police Department, 
contained as an exhibit to a report dated April 20,1942, subject: 
American League for Peace and Democracy, a pamphlet printed by the washington 
Branch of the subject organization listing the names of- local officers. 
One of the vice-chairmen listed was the name of STERLING BROWN. 


Subject!s comments concerning alleged affiliation with this 
organization are contained in the MISCELLANEOUS Section of this report. 


American Peace Mobilization 
„ reliability advised that in 1940 the active indices 
of the Washington Chapter of the American Peace Mobilization contained 
the name "BROWN, STRING - 1222 Kearny Street, N. B.“ 
It is to be noted that the Washington Peace Mobilization has 


been cited by the “ouse Committee on Un-American Activities as a 
Communist controlled organization. 
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Sub ject's comment concerning alleged affiliation with this 
organization are contained in the MISCELLANEOUS Section of this reporte 


Commonwealth College, Mena, Arkansas 


m- known reliability advised that around the latter 1930's 
or early 1940's the following notation appeared in the indices of the 
Commonwealth College which contained the names and addresses of students, 
teachers, campers, maintenance workers, visitors, and friends of the 
College: 


STERLING BROWN, 

Howard University, 

Washington, D.C. 

Notations: November 15, 1935; 

are nns Pd. Sub. exp December 1, 
193 e. S 


League of American Writers 


The personnel file at Howard University reveals the subject 
to have been listed as a member of this organization, 


Appendix IX of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
record of inquiry into Communist front organizations contains as an 
exhibit a bulletin of the League of American Writers for the Summer of 
1938 listing STERLING A. BROWN.as a league member, 


Testimony, bf agg Pete the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities in August, 1938 was to the effect that STERLING 


BROWN had been elected to the National Council of the League of American 
Writers, 0 


The HCUA files contain the pulàetin of this organization, 
"Congress Issue", Volume VI, No. 1, dated June, 1929, whereon page le 
the name of STERLING BROWN is listed as a member of the new National Board. 


The Daily Worker, an east coast Communist newspaper, in it's 
issue of April 30, 1935, page 2, contains a full page heading "Author$* 
Congress Forms League of American Writers." An article on this page relates 
thatthe newly formed league of American Writers evolved at a three day 
session of the American Writers Congress held at the New School for Social 
Research. One m the National Committee elected was indicated as STERLING 
BROWN, Negro poete i 
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Concerning the American Writers Congress the HCUA has cited 
that EARL BROWER, General Secretary of the Communist Party, ws a 
speaker at the Second Biennial American Writers Congress in 1937; the 
Congress was sponsored by the League of American Writers. 


The Daily Worker of December, 1936, page 5, column lu, in a 
column entitled "What's On" related that STERLING BROWN was to appear as 
a speaker at the Irving Plaza, 15 Irving Place, 8:15 PM, Monday December lh, 
on the subject "The Negro Character in American Literature" under the 
auspices of the League of American Writers. 


In 1938 there was published in Washington, D.C. an eight page 
publication entitled "The Living Newspaper", Pierce Hall, Washington, D.C. 
Volume 1, No. 1, of this publication contained an article appearing on 
pages one and eight entitled "League in Successful, Co-operative Writing 
Venture", This article related to the Washington Chapter of the League 
of American Writers identified as the collective author of "Spanish 
Road", the Living Newspaper. Two pages of this publication is in the 
form of a program for a play entitled "The Spanish Road - A Living Newspaper" 
written by the Washington Branch, League of American Writers and sponsored 
by the Frienisof the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. STERLING BROWN is thereon 
listed as on the Executive Committee of the Washington Chapter League of 
American writers. 


It is noted that the Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade 
has been cited by the HCUA as a Communist - Front organization, 


Subject's comments concerning alleged affiliation with this 
organization are contained in the MISCELLANEOUS Section of instant report. 


National Negro Congress 


Appendix IX of the record of the HCUA hearings concerning 
Communist front organizations contains as an exhibit a "call for National 
Negro Congress" to be held at Chicago, Illinois February ll, 1936. One of 
the endorsers of the National Negro Congress from Washington, D.C. is 
listed as Mr. STERLING BROWN. 


m known reliability advised around 1940 that Mr. STERLING 
BROWN of Washington, D.C. had been listed as an endorser of the National 
Negro Congress, 
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of known reliability, advised that in 194l the name of 
appeared in the active indices of the United American 
Spanish Aid Committee, an organization which has been cited by the 


Attorney General as within the perview of Executive Order 9035. b2 
b6 
Washington Committee for Democratic Action b7C 
b7D 


m nem reliability, advised that in 190 the name 
"BROWN, STE G = Professor, Howard University, Washington, D.C." 
appeared on the membership list of this organization. 


Subject!s comment$-gonperning alleged affiliation with this 
organization is contained in the MISQEMEANEOUS Section of this report. 
NE 


AFFILIATIONS WITH OTHER COMMUNIST INSPIRED GROUPS 


American Congress for Peace and Democracy 


The American Congress for Peace ‘and Democracy has been cited 
as a Communist front by the HCUA. It was ab this Congress that the 
American League for Peace and Democracy was formed, 


The files of the Special Investigations Squad, Metropolitan 
Police Department contained the yearbook for the Fifth American Congress 
for Peace and Democracy held January 6 to 0, 1939 in the Rialto Theater, 
Washington, D.C. Therein is listed the name of STERLING BROWN as one 
of the sponsors for tne Washington, D.C. Congress, 


Book Union 


The Book Union has been cited by the HCUA as a "distributor 
of Communist literature". 


Appendix IX of the HCUA hearings contained an exhibit reflecting 
STERLING BROWN to have been a member of the Advisoxy Council of the Book 


Union Incorporated, 381 kth Avenue, New York City. Testimony before the 
HUA in September, 1939 at Washington, Deb om ur u- md 
— MÀ was to the effect that STER on 
Council of the Union. 

Federal Workers School (United Federal Workers of America) 


| _pprevioushy described, has furnished a pamphlet announcing 
the 1937 Fall session of the Federal Workers School of the District of 


Columbia sponsored by the District Organizing Committee, UFWA. Among 
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the lecturers listed was the name 
Fellow as a lecturer on contempora 


rs School vas operated and dominated from a managerial 
standpoint by three individuals-known to this informant to have been members 
of the Communist Party at that time, The informant, however, pointed out 
that it was known to him that perá&ogs named in the catalogs and literature 
of this school, as being instructors and lecturers, etc., in some cases 
never actually appeared at the school-as advertised, The school from time 
to time made announcements indicating they, contemplated having certain 
individuals teach or perform other duties. iat the school and it was known 
that in many cases same did not come to pass. 


— 


AFFILIATIONS WITH, CONTRIBUTIONS TO, REFERENCES | 
IN - COMMUNIST PUBLICATIONS - 


Da ny Worker 


Issue of May 25, 1937, page 7, column 3, contains an EA 
headed "United States Writers in Anthology". This article concerns a | 
forth-coming anthology "American Stuff" to be published by the Viking | 
Press and written by workers of various WPk federal wi ter st Projects. | 


Among the contributors was listed the name of STERLING BROWN. | 


Issue of January 2l, 1939, page 7, column 6, contains an 
article headed "STERLING BROWN Speaks on Social Poetry“, The article 
relates that STERLING BROWN noted Negro poet will talk on "The Poet as 
a Sockal Being" at the Ten Eyck Studio, 116 West 2lst Street, New York 
City, January 25, 0:30 p.m. This meeting is indicated as sponsored by 
the Labor Poets of Americas 


The December 7, 1947 issue, page 7, contains a large advertisement 
concerning books on sale including "The Negro Caravan" edited by STERLING 
BROWN and others at the following book stores: 


Workers Bookshop, 
50 East 13th Street. 
Jefferson Bookshop, 
575 Avenue of the Americas. | 
uth Street Book Fair, " 
133 West kth Street. 

Club 65 Bockatde, | 


— . ˙ — —n— 


WFO 101-1381 


The Workers Bookshop will be characterized in a sub-section 
in this report bearing the same title. 


Concerning the Jefferson Bookshep it is to be noted that its” 
address is the same as that for the Jef rson School of Social Science, 
an organization cited by the Attorney GéWeéral as within the perview of 
Executive Order 9835. 


The April 26, 1949 issue of the Daily Krier, page 13, columns 
3 and h, contains an announcement [^ the Fourth Annual Conference of the 
Committee of Folklore in a Democragy: to be held May 7, 1949 at New York 
City. It is indicatéd that STERLING BROWN, outstanding poet and folklorist, 
will speak on the subject "A Poet Looks at Folklore", 


Peo leg World 


The Daily Peoples World is a West coast Communist newspaper 
and has been cited by the House Committee on Un-American Activities as 
"the official organ of the Communist Party on the wst coast", 


The November 20, 1942. issue of this dub Linetion, page 5, 
colums l and 2, contains a columm antitled "Just a Minute" by Marjorie 
(not further identified) in which is discussed an interview with STERLING 
BROWN noted Negro author and poet by the Oklahoma City Blade Dispatch. 


Negro Quarter: 


This publication was cited by the California Committee on 
Un-American Activities "to be Communist initiated and cont Ro or 
so Strongly influenced as to be in the Stalin Solar Syste 


The March 31, 1942 issue of New Masses, page 26, contains an 
advertisement concerning the Spring 192 issue of the Negro Quarterly 
and states that its contents include an article by STERLING A. BROWN 
entitled "The Negro Author and his Publisher". 


New Masses will be appropriately dascribed in the sub-section 
of this report of the same name. 


The Daily Peoples World of May 6, 1942, page 5, columns 7 and 
8, contain a review by JOHN PITTMAN of the Negro Quarterly - a review 
of Negro Life and Culture published by the Negro Publishing Society of 
America Incorporated, New York City. This review relates to the first 
issue of volume 1, Spring 1942 and states that the first article in this 
first issue "The Negro Author and its Publisher" by STERLING A. BROWN: 


s 
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"attacks the two main obstacles with which the Quarterly's future is so 
directly bound - the obstacles of (1) discrininabery practices which 

deny Negroes apprenticeship opportunities in the writing craft, and (2) 
the defeatism of the Negro author whd falls into self pity and stops 
trying to improve his craftsmanship. It is an informative, highly factual 
article, written with refreshing gb jectivity". 


Appendix IX of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
hearings contained a section concerning Qammunist Party and Communist 
Party líne publications in which STERLING A; BROWN is identified as a 
contributor to the Negro Quarterly. MY 


The main indices of the HCUA reflect that STERLING A. BROWN, 
writer, is the author of "Negro Author and His Publication", an article 
in the Negro Quarterly, fhe source for this information being the 
Daily Peoples World May 6, 1942, page 5, and the Young Communist Weekly 
Review, April 28, 1942, page 12. 


Issues of the Young Communist Weekly Review available at the 
Library of Congress reflect it ko be published by the National Board of 
the Young Communist League, an organization which has been cited by the 
Attorney General as subversive within the scope of Execütive Order 9035. 


New Masses 


The Daily Worker for January 7, 1946, page 3, columns l and 2, 
contains an article entitled "Four Noted americans to Receive Awards for 
Meritorious Work". This article relates two awards to be made at a dinner 
at the Hotel Commodore, New York City, January iu, and identifys STERLING 
BROWN as one of several distinguished figures to be honored by the New 
Masses magazine for their contributions toward greater inter-racial 
understanding. i 


The Daily Worker of January 16, 19l6, page 0, columns l and 2, 
in an article headed "Twenty-two People feroes Honored" discussed the 
New Masses dinner at the Hotel Commodore i honored Negro and White 
Americans for their contributions towards an America. for all peoples. 
Among those honored was STERLING BROWN “for his fighting poetry". The 
New Masses for November 10, 19h7, page 7, contains a copy of a letter in 
which is described the New Masses Second Annual Cultural Awards Dinner 
to honor the American Negro which was held at the Hotel Commodore 
January 14, 1946. It is stated that STERLING BROWN was one of the candidates 
chosen by the editors of New Masses to receive an award given for the 
greatest contributions made to promote democracy and inter-racial unity. 


New Masses was cited as a "Communist periodical" by former Attorney 
General FRANCIS BIDDLE, September 2h, Lol. 
: W pe 


— 
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The personnel file for the Howard University reveals that in 
a questionnaire executed by the subject, he stated that he had written 
reviews and essays in a number of periodicals including New Masses, 


The subject's comments concerning: alleged affiliation with Hon 
this publication will be contained in the MISCELLANEOUS Section of this j 
report. 


Workers Book Shop 


It is to be noted that the Workers Book Shop, 50 East 13th | 
Street, New York City, is located in the same building housing the | 
Communist Party Headquarters and other Communist front groups. | 


EN. known reliability, has advised that the Workers Book 
Shop is under control of the Communist Party. 


The files of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
contained a catalog of the Workers Book Shop for sale by that establishment 
April,30 to May 15, 1948 and another cata&leg for this organization for 

the year 1949 to 1950. In both these catalogs there appears an en 
for "The Negro Caravan" edited by STERLINGA. BROWN and others. 


STERLING A. BROWN CONTRIBUTOR: 70: NUMEROUS OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
The personnel file concerning subject maintained at Howard 


University refeals a lengthly listing of the subject's writings. A 
portion of these listings is set out below: 


The subject has written a poem entitled 
"Sam Smiley" which appeared in the Crisis, 


The subject has written the following books: 
"Southern Road", a book of poems published 


by Harcourt, Brace ‘and Company, New York Citys) | 
1932. 


WA 


"The Negro in American Fiction" (Bronse 
Booklet #6) published by Associates in 
Negro folk education, Washington, D. C. 
June, 1938. 
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1. 


"No Hiding Place", a book of poems completed 
and submitted for publication in April, 1938. 


Articles written by the subject. included the following: 


‘Negro Character as Seen by White Authors", 
Journal of Negro Education, April, J938. 


"Caroling Softly Souls of Slavery", Opportunity, 
August, 1931. 


"Unhistoric History", Journal of Negro History, 
April, 1930. 


In a questionnaire the subject stated he has written reviews 
and essays in the following periodicals: 


Opportunity 

The Christian Century 
The New Republic 

The Nation 

Journal of Negro History 


He has written poems in the following: 


The Crisis 

Folk - Say 

Esquire 

Theater Arts 

Opportunity 

Race 

New Republic 

Nation 

Partisan Review and Anvil 
New Challenge 


Book reviews by the subject were listed as: 


"Luck is a Fortune", a review of "Their Eyes 
were Watching God" by Zora Neale Hurston; 
The Nation, October 14, 1937. 


"Prom the Insiden, a review of "Uncle Tom's 
Children! by Richard Wright, The Nation; 
April 16, 1938. 
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" | j "ga - 
The main index at dd Library 


of Congress reveals th¢ subject 


to have been the author of the | following Works: 


"The Negro Carsvans-wr1tings by American - 
Negroes, selected and edited by STERLING A. BROWN, 
Howard University and others published by the 
Dryden Press, New York City, 19h1. On pages 301 
to 391 of this book there appears a biographical 
sketch of the subject and several poems written 
by him. 


"Negro Poetry and Drama" by STERLING A. BROWN, 
Professor of English, Howard University. 


"Outling for the Study of the Poetry of American 
Negroes", prepared by STERLING A. BROWN for use 
with "The Book of American Negro Poetry" edited 
by James Weldon Johnson. The latter publication 
contains several of the subject's poems. The 
Outline was published in 1931 by Harcourt, Brace 
and Company, New York. 


"James Weldon Johnson" published by the Department 

of Publicity, Fisk University. This book is in 

the form of a tribute to Johnson by three authors, 
one beirg TERLING A. BROWN, whose contribution is / 
entitled "The Negro in American Literature". 


The Readers Guide to Periodical Literature for the periods 1910 
to date were checked at the Liberary of Congress and it was revealed that 
the subject's works have appeared in the following periodicals: 


Partisan Review contains two peoms entitled 
"Transfer" and "Southern Cop". 


Nation August 26, 1939 contains "Bitter Fruit 
of the Tree" a poem. 


New Republic, May 11, 1938 and Scholastic, 
April 29, 1940 contains "Break of Day", a poen. 


Scholastic, April 29, 1940 contains "Glory, Glory", 
a poem. 
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Scholastic, May 21, 1938 contains a 
biographical sketch of subject and some of 
his poems including "Slim Lands a Job". 


Poetry, July, 1938 contains poems by members 
of the Federal Writers Project including 
"Young Ones", a poem by the subject. 


New Republic, November 18, 1938 contains a 
poem "Master and Man", 


Theater Arts Monthly, February, 1932 contains 
"Sporting Beasley", a poem. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Associates 


[| of known reliability, advised that arrangements were 
made for the attendance by STERLING A. BROWN in company with others for 


the Doctor W.E.B. DuBois Testimonial Dinn be held at the Essex House 
Hotel, New York City, February 23, 1951. was unable to state whether 
the subject actually attended this affaar. 


of known reliability, has advised that Doctor W.E.B. DuBOIS 
was a member of the Communist Party in 1945. 


advised SA 


ad no sympathy ior 
Communism and Fascism and, as far as she knew, belonged to no organizations. 


4 
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The records of the Registrar!s Office, Howard University, checked 
by SA reflect that Professor STERLING A. BROWN is listed as the 


/ 
D 


Interview with STERLING A. BROWN 


On STERLING ALLEN BR was interviewed by 
ent in the presence of 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and gave the following signed 
Statement, 


in the presence of Special Agent 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 


Statement of 


tion. Questions by 


Q. Mr. BROWN, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has been charged witn the 
duty, by Congress, of investigating Federal employees who are alleged to 
be members of subversive organizations or who advocate the overthrow of 
the Federal Government, and to report its findings to the Congress. The 
purpose of this interview is to afford you an opportunity to answer ques- 
tions concerning alleged activities on your part, and you may make any 

Statement that you consider pertinent. 


I will be happy to. 


The questions that I am about to ask you may be answered if you:'so 
desire, and a copy of the report of this investigation, including any 
Statements you make, will be furnished to the agency that employs you. 
In order that your statement may have particular credence, you will be 
placed under oath. Do you have any objection to that? 


A. I have no objection to it. I am curious about the alleged activities. 
I would be happy to talk under oath. 


Q. Will you stand and raise your right hand, please? Do you solemnly swear 
that the statements you are about to make will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 


A. I do. There is one question I would like to ask. If it is a matter of 
uncertainty, I am not going to swear that a point—-it is possible in this 

to say that at the time I don!t know this, that, or the other, provided 

you get a clear~cut answer on the general business, 
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What is your home address, please? 


1222 Kearny Street, N.E. 


Would you care to state the extent of your activities in that connection? 


MR. BROWN, are you at the present time or have you ever been a member of 
the National Negro Congress? 


I have been a member of that, yes, 


My membership is one of many in Negro organizations. When the Negro Con- 
gress was set up I was behind its purposes. I was not one of those who 

set it up. When I learned of the purposes--I have done a whole lot of SAB — 
joining in the sense of giving two dollars to somebody who cames in. supporting 
I like ¢hinge-t-de, I didn't do any investigating of the organizations, 

I was generally a pretty busy person, with my home work. I am anxious to 
write and I am a student of literature and I am a teacher. I joined the 
Negro Congress because of my very great interest in all efforts to help 

the lot of the American Negro, and that was one of them. I likewise be- 

long to other Negro organizations--the National Association for Colored 
People and groups of that sort. If I have two dollars or five dollars 

I send it. I have never been active in the Negro Congress and I have 

never done any investigating of its alleged tie-ups with subversive 


groups. 


Can you approximate the number of meetings of the organization at which 
you have been in attendance? 


I have been asked to speak at meetings, largely because, I think, of the 
subject that I have worked a great deal on. That is, literature about 
the Negro and literature by the Negro, and that is a popular subject with 

that type of group, and I spoke at one meeting on that in Philadelphia. 

I never attended any of chese what you would call the ordinary meetings. SAB 

I think I gave one talk fer-that, I/sead-some-peeme at a meeting in a, in, on 
church and (was asked to read some/poems). The name of the church I haas 
forgotten. It was a Washington church. I would say my attendance has 

been very small at those affairs. Only those two come to my mind; there 
probably were others. I have never been at the important meetings of 

policy or anything of that sort. I don't feel myself to be an active 

member of that and never did, but I have contributed and I am probably 

still on the liste I would probably still give two dollars to this pro- 


gram, that, or the other. 


MR. BROWN, are you at the present time or have you ever been a member of 
the Washington Committee for Democratic Action? 


No. 
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Q. Have you ever been requested to serve as a sponsor for that organization? 


A. Noe Not that I remember. I have had nothing to do with that organization. 
You see, many of these organizations after the Dies Committee 
investigation--I did not agree with all of the implications that I thought 
were made by the Dies investigation, but I was not going to gamble on 
whether this investigation was true or not. That is, the matter of the 
tie-ups with Communism, etc., and my attitude on Russia changed with 
several factors. I don't suppose you want that right now. I suppose that 
will come later, in due course of time, but--the war line-up--after the 

Finland push and the Hitler tie-up, I was alienated from any—well, I 
did not want any tie-up with Comunism or anything of that sort because 
I was very much anti-Hitler end I think much of my interest in organiza- 
tions of this type has been a very great hostility to Hitler and to 
Mussolini, and so most of my membership in organizations was before the 
present crisis, I did belong to the League for Peace and Democracy. 


Are you at the present time a member of the American People's Mobiliza- 
tion, which was formerly known as the American Peace Mobilization? 


No. 

Have you ever attended any meetings of that organization? 

No. 

Have you ever made any financial contributions? 

Nol/never was for any peace mobilization after the war started. I am 
not talking about the American participation, I am talking about after 


Hitler went into Poland. I have never been an Isolationist or anything 
of that sort. 


MR. BROWN, are you at the present time or have you ever been a member of 
the Communist Party? 


No. Never have been, 


Have you ever had any connections with the Communist Party in New York 
City? 
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A. I never have, I have subscribed to the New Masses at different times. 
I did that Éway back when the New Masses was started. I was a teacher 
of literature in Virginia. I was Very interested—~I still am— in 
American culture and American literature and the currents of American 
thought, I was a teacher at a small school where there was no good 
library. I used to take all sorts of magazines. i was right out of col- 
lege and 1 was as interested as a person could be in a world with which 
I hadn't had much contact. I used to take all the magazines—ke-Natten, SAB 
and, when the New Masses started, I took that. Since the New Masses I could 
started I have taken it occasionally. I have never been associated, 
however, with any of its political policies. 


Do you consider 


You mentioned the publication, New Masses, MR. BROWN. 
that to be a Communist publication? 


I have felt that its support of the Communist Party would make it seem 
sympathetic. I don't know any of its formal connections. I think it 
is sympathetic to the Communist Party. 


MR. BROWN, do you recall having spoken at any meetings of organizations 
in New York City which were sponsored by the Communist Party? 


onmunist : l 
Ae No. I don't know any sponsorship that the Party has given to any of this 
kind of thinge I have spoken in New York City under all kinds of 
auspices, I have been teaching at Howard and I have known of Howard's 
SAB semi-relationship with the Government and so forth; I would not have 
an invitation taken Á/ÉÓÉfff if I had known it was sponsored by the Communist Party. 
to speak I would not have taken it if I had xnown it was Sponsored by the So- 
cialist Party or any of the other parties of that sort. I have never 
been tied up politically with any of those groups. I may have spoken at 
groups that were said to have been sponsored, but I never spoke at a 
group that I knew was Sponsored or that it was told to me they sponsored, 


MR. BROWN, are you at the present time or have you ever been a member 
of any organization which you have reason to believe is dominated by 
the Communist Party or its policies dictated by a foreign government? 


I have belonged to organizations of which that has been said, But dur- 
ing my membership I never saw that. I never was a very active member in 
the sense of knowing policies or seeing where they dame from. I mean, 
I am not a voting, arguing type of member. I have been teaching and am 
not a good man for that sort of thing. I have belonged to groups that, 
according to the Dies investigation, were under such dictation as you 
mentioned. I did not know that and I have never seen any evidence of 
that. I belong to no such group now, I did belong to the League for 

SAB American Writers.  t-6uppoese-ehab—my-Rame-io-gb6ikl-en-ohe-beoke. I haven't 
in that participated/for years. The League for American Writers was said by 
organization DISS to be such an organization. I have never seen any evidence df it, 
but again I certainly did not search for that, and my contact was 
slight. I have never been an active member in organizations. 


421. 
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Qe I have no further questions. 
make? 


Is there any further statement you care to 


the 
A. Well, another organization of hae sort £6-5he-same-thing as I have said-- SAB 
is the League for Peace and Democracy, which I belonged to in Washington. 
The two causes were certainly causes that I believed in—a defense of 
My peace and democracy/before the war started in Europe. It was an or- 
advocacy ganization of which the principles appealed and I joined. I am not-- 
of peace I was not a very active member of any of these, I am not pleading any my 
was inactivity as not being behind it. It's &he-persen-and-serb-e£ (more my 
SAB personality and) the fact that my time is crowded. I am teaching and am 
trying to write. I am not a man for meetings. It is much more easy to get 
two dollars or five dollars out of me, and I let it go at that, so that 
organization I belonged to. That, too, I under stand, was under suspicion 
by Congressman DIES. I will state hee for the record. (I don't know whether 
you asked me any questions on it.) I have never belonged to any political 
party. I think that politically I would be a New Deal Democrat (I have 
never voted because I am a citizen of Washington). I have gotten, I 
Suppose the reputation as a radical because of my position on the race 
matter in America, and I definitely believe that democratic rights and 
privileges should come to all people, regardless of race or religion, and SAB 
my writing has frequently stated that. And in America when a Negro i6 46 
states something of that sort he is considered radical. I mean/the assumed 
position of the Negro should be perhaps more conservatively stated, bub 
SAB than (sometimes) I have/stated it in my writing. I am perfectly willing 
for the things that I have written to be thoroughly investigated for 158 85 
I stand. I think that that would be an indication more than this /me oi. 
bership/which, thought not accidental, is certainly not an important 


in thing in my life; but my books are available and I would be glad to give 
organizations the names of them. 


Q. I might ask this further question, MR. BROWN: have you ever advocated 
change in the constitutional form of government? 


A. I am glad you asked that. There is nothing in my beliefs of subversion, 
I was not surprised to be called down here, but I was surprised at being 
tied up with subversive activities. I would never advocate a change by 
violence in the American system. My complaints of the treatment of the SAB 
Negro in America.do not mean that there is any place where he is treated better. 
badty. It is that within a democratic framework he could be treated 
better. In this crisis I am all-out for it, and I think it is tragically 
Silly for a person not to be all-out for the victory of the United States. 
My great hatred is for what Hitler wants and for what Mussolini wants. 
I am all-out behind this war. I believe that changes for the better 
will come. I have seen some of them, and I believe that they will 
come in our way of government. I do not believe that those changes will 


4 
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come for the better by violent revolution. I think that they will come 
as they are coming and as they have comee That is my position. I have 
never joined any organization advocating the overthrow of the American 


Government, and I would not do it. I have been tied up with organiza- SAB 
tions that have been so alleged, because of/sympathies with certain my 


things that they are doing. For instance, the matter of the race in- 
equality problem in the South and the matter of the Negro problem through- 
out the nation. Groups like that have come out for those causes and I 
have supported them in my own way, which has been a rather small way, 


but I think the causes are important; But I have never advocated over- SAB 


throw of the Government. It is a long answer to your question, but I 
wanted the record straight on that. 


Do you have anything further, MR. BROWN? 


I feel I can talk better with questions. 1 am writing books. There is 
a whole lot that is pressing. There is a whole lot that's on my mind, 
and I don't want to just let it go. I would rather answer questions 
about it that might give you some benefit or help or insight. 


Well, I have no further questions. I believe I have covered the sub- 
ject I am interested in. 


I don't know whether my position is clear. This will have to be taken 
for what it is worth--but I ldek upon myself as working within a demo- 
cratic framework for the improvement of democracy in the ways where it 
means most to me. Since I am a Negro, I would be most interested in the 
welfare of my own people. Since so many Negroes are poor, I would be 
interested in such things as labor improvement, the sharecropper sitya- 
tion, etc.; but I think that tiose improvements can be attained in/America 
that is a democracy, and l think that they won't be attained if we don't 
win this war, so I am for the winning of this war. 


MR. BROWN, you may have the opportunity, if you wish, of reading a 
transcript of this interview and of signing it, if you wish. It is 
entirely within your discretion. 


A. I Should like to see the transcript, of course. 


/s/ STERLING A. BROWN 


Witness: 


: RE —— ey 
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Comments by Associates, Friends, etc., Goncerning Subject 
Made During Hat ct investigation in 1942 


All of the interviews reflected in this sub-section were conducted 
by Special agent{ nares 
| — that BROWN is an individual who spends most or uo 


time studying and writing and did not appear to be an individual who ( 
would be concerning himself with any political movements. He advised e 
that BRO MIS father was a former dean at Howard University and stated — 
he had no indication that BROWN is a member of any alleged subversive 
organization and that he had never heard BROWN make any statements which 

would indicate he advocated the overthrow of the government by force af 

arms, 


BROWN stated that subject is a poet 
and as such may have contact with Communists or even Nazis through interest 
in poetry but that subject's contact would strictly be confined to his 
interest in poetry and not any interest of a political nature, Informant 
Stated he believed 3ROWN is fundamentally a substantial individual and 
good American citizen and does not think was ever connected with 
any subversive or radical organizations, remarked that BROWN'S 
interests are confined to poetry and he has often spoken on Negro poetry 
and literature and might have spoken before questionable groups, but 
that his interest at all times was confined to the matter of literature 
and poetry. 


described previously, 

hat BROWN had first concerned himself 
with writing poetry concerning the folklore of the Negro people. According 
to ROWN was advised that in order that his poetry would receive - 
Natio recognition it would be necessary for him to write his poetry 
concerning matters of a social nature. BROWN thereafter developed a wien 
of Social consciousness and as a result became more broad in his 
associations and undoubtly came in contact with people having Communist 
tendencies. This informant stated he could not say that BROWN was a 
member of any alleged subversive organization but that he knew BROWN 
was always in demand to speak concerning Negro prose and poetry. Informant 
remarked that subject is a willing performer and accepts all invitations 
to speak. Informant expressed the fact that he feels certain that BROWN 
is not radical or & Communist and opined that BROWN is a loyal American 
who is outstanding as a critic and writer of Negro literature and as Such 
is in demand to speak on these topics and is unable to make an emphatic E 


refusal when asked to do so. 
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mentioned previously, advised that subject — 1] 

as great sympathy for lower classes and has written 
mucn regarding them. During numerous speaking engagements BROWN has 
come in contact with many "movements" but does not think BROWN 
was interested politically in any. According to this source BROWN would 
speak on Negro poetry and prose on any occasion when invited to do 80 
but at the present time (1942) he was more careful since the issues of 
Communisa have been more publicized. 


advised 
she had never heard him make any statements which would make him indicate 
he was sympathetic with any subversive groups and that she had heard him 
on many occasions speak about Negro art, music, poetry, and folklore. 


advised 
that at no time had she ever received any indication that BROWN was a 
member of any subversive group or advocated the overthrow of the government 
by force of arms. 


en that 
BROWN never gave any indication he was a member of 


any alleged subversive organization and thatshe had never heard anyone 
| make any allegations that BROWN was not a loyal 
eclcane 


Kearny Street and that she had never heard BROWN 
make any statements which would indicate that they were not 
loyal Americans or that they are associated with any subversive organization. 
She stated that BROWN does not hold any meetings in his home and as far 
as she has been able to observe he is a patriotic American citizen. 


Current Informant Contacts 


The following informants all of known reliability and each 
of whom has been acquainted with certain phases of Communist activities 
in the Washington, D.C. area for varying degrees of time, some dating 
back to the 1930's and ent time, were contacted 
concerning the subject 


All these informants advised that the subject [ sd 
are unknown to them. 
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an admitted former member of the Communist Party, advised 
that the subject — he unknown to him. 


of known reliability who was a member of 
the Communist Party in Washington, D.C. from 1943 to 1949, and at varyi 
times held official positions with the Communist Party, advised p] 
ee unknown to here 


that the subject 


Agency Checks 


The files of sd other government agencies conducting 
personnel investigations, contained no additional pertinent information. 


The files of the Credit Bureau Incorporated contained no 
information of pertinence to the subject's loyalty. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Investigation in this matter was requested of the New York 
Division by Airtel dated March 23, 1953. 


AGENCY CHECKS 

Metropolitan Police Department by _ e 

Criminal Arrest Records March 2h, i952. 

Credit Bureau incorporated b sold 
March 16, 1953. 


INFORMANTS 


Date of Activity 
Identity of and or Description Date SA to whom File Number 
Source of information Received Furnished Where Located 


lleged CP membership 100-2206-2 
of subject in 191. 


Current reinterview instant report 
ith in ormant. 


lleged CP membership 101-1381-10 
of subject. 


Current reinterview 101138115 
ith informant, 


Federal Workers School 65-11 92-F02 
Catalog 


Comments regarding 101-1361-7 
subject's attitude 

toward CP line, 

National Negro Congress and 

general comments 

regarding subject. 


a 


* 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Date of Activity 
Identity of and or Description Date SA to whom File Number 
Source of Information Received Furnished Where Located 


Comments regarding = Loc aa 1~7 
subject orally 
b2 
b6 
b7C 
b7D 


anonymous Source 
LR-100-355-2 


Subject's name in 
indices Commonwealth 
urnished College 
index cards of Common- 
wealth College, Mena, Ark. 


CG 100-1524-2, 
page 7 


Subject endorser of 
National Negro Congress 


100-1618-262 


Subject speaker at 
Washington Bookshop 
Symposium 11-17-44 


anonymous source 


fee 


anonymous source 


Characterization of 
Workers Bookshop 
(as se ET j 


Characterization of 
LOUIS BUDENZ Dr. W.E.B. DuBOIS 
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ADMINISIRATIVE PAGE 


Date of Activity 
Identity of and or Description Date 
Source e Information Received 


Comments regarding 
subjecte 


Comments regarding 
sub ject. 


Comments regarding 
sub ject. 


Comments regarding 
subjecte 


+e 


SA to whom 


~~ 
be an 


File Number 
Where Located 


01-1381-7 


01-1301-7 


101-1301-7 


101-1381-7 
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ADMINISTRARIVE PAGE 


Date of Activity ae 
Identity of and or Description Date SA to whom File: Number 
Source of Information — Received ^ Furnished ^ — there Located 


Comments regarding, 101-1381-7 
sub ject. T 


Comments regarding 101-1301-7 
Subject. 


Sub ject : instant report 
unknown to ormant 


Sub ject instant report 
unknown t 


Subject[ —— 1] instant report 


unknown to informant 


edc: L. instant report 
unknown to informant 

duo dee instant report 
unknown to informant P 


Sub ject 3-18-53 instant report 
unknown to informant 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Date of Activity 


Identity of and or Description Date SA to whom File Number 
Source of Information Received Furnished mere Located 


subject] — 11] instant report 
unknown to informant 


No record of instant report 
subjecte 


No additional d instant report 
information regardi 


subjecte 


Subject yä ] 101-1361-16 
unknown io informant. 

Characterization of 

Federal Workers School. 


Sub ject's planning ae 5-3956-143 
attendance Dr. M. E. F. 

DuBOIS testimonial 

dinner. 


anonymous Source 


THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE: 


AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Will interview subject and report results thereof; authority 
for interview being requested in separate cover letter 
accampanying this report. 


Will submit amended administrative pages reflecting documentation 
information requested by separate letter of the Chicago and 
Little Rock Divisions. 


Will upon interview secure complete physical deséription d of \\ of 
subject and report same. 
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ADMINISPRATIVE PAGE 


REFERENCE: Bureau letter March 3, 1953 "Employee of Howard University, 
Washington, D.C., Labor - Federal Security Appropriations Act 
of 1953", : 
Bureau letter March 6, 1953 "STERLING ALLEN BROWN, Security 
Matter - C, Labor ~ Federal Security Appropriations Act of 1953". 


BT ANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Merandum e UNITED ® GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-1396) DATE: April 8, 1953 


FROM if „% Sa, WFC (101-1381) 


SUBJECT: STERLING ALLEN BROWN 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
LABOR - FEDERAL SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT OF 1953 
(0.0. WFO) DE 


b7D 
Rerep SA dated March 30, 1953, P 
at Washington, D. C., and rerep March 30, QUAE CP 


1953, New York City. 


First paragraph, Page 3, re New York report reflects 
that according to the report of a hearing before the HCUA, 
76th Congress, Page 5508, one STERLING BROWN was listed as 
Executive Secretary of the American League for Peape and 

Democracy in September, 1939. This office has 
of this report and it was found that one 


Office submit an amended Page 3 of its di didis 


J Sixth complete paragraph, Page or ani fisse complets — ) Fi 
— 2 Page 6, of the New York report IS and , 
from 


UIS BUDENZ identifying M. E. B IS and PA OBESON, 
respectively, as hav 
Commmnists. Second 
report contains- 
DuBCIS as a CP member. 


been known to BUDENZ as concéaled 
nplete par Page 17, of the WFO 
ation from LOUIS BUDENZ) identifying 


It will be noted that the New York report set forth 
BUDENZ v information as coming from him, whereas the WFO report 
covered BUDENZ?! identity with the use of a T-symbol. WFO's use 

of this concealing device is based upon information contained in 
New Yorkts letter to the Director July 9, 1951, in the matter 


wberein it was suggested that BUDENZ 
m E be given a temporary confidential informant symbol in connection 2 
"6 kn his identity of concealed Communists. s 


co C 4x dap. 
Jy A 8 The New York Office is requested to advise whether Its 
CO Suggestion of concealing BUDENZ! identity is still necessary or 


95 ther he may be referred to openly in a report. In the event 
it 48 still necessary to conceal BUDENZ? identity it is requested 
e New York Office submit amended pages add and six to its report. 


SFP:LEB 110% 8.5 92 i | 1 
ec - e New York „00 -443603 WS Do T 


VE * 8 S x aa 23 q 
um e oe i ft ‘ E &: 
kaora as DLST yin”: ' am : 1 3 | Xd y 
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In the event EUDENZ! identity need not be concealed, WFC will 
submit amended pages tc its report. It is believed tho foregcing 


is necessary to maintain consistency in reporting BUDENZ? 


information, particularly in view of the dissemination which will 
be made of those reports. P. 


STANDARD FORM NO, 64 ! 
f 2 


Office Memorandum . — Ween GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-43961) DATE: April 14, 1953 
SAC, WFO (101-1381) 


N STERLING ALLEN BROWN 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
LABOR--FEDERAL SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS 


ACT OF 1953 


Rerep of SA at Washington, De Ce, 
dated March 30, 1953, in captioned matter. 


Bureau authority is requested to interview subject. 
P. 


Submit results in report 
j x e 


AD D , er ak 


oer * 


[ 
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STANDARD FORM No, 64 à „ 
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Office M wires aum -« UNITE, .. Es GOVERNMENT 


TO ; Director, FBI Tee- 196) DATE: April 24, 1953 
rromi SAC, New York (1009-113603) 


SUBJECT: STERLING ALLEN BROWN 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
LABOR - FEDERAL SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT OF 1953 
(00: WFO) 


Re WFO letter to Director, 4/8/53. 


Submitted herewith are 6 copies each of amended pages 
3, 5, 6, 8 and 9 of the report of DD 3/30/53, 


New York. It is requested that the Bureau and WFO insert the 
enended pages in above mentioned report. Amended pages nave been 
inserted in NY office copies. RUC. 


Encls. M 30 


l - Washington Field (101-1381)(Encls. - 15) 


ME, 


NEL 


EP Tagus 


D" 
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Office Memorandum e UNITED S. GOVERNMENT 


TO 


: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-4396) DATE: May 18, 1953 
T7 ' SAC, WFO (101-1381) 


i . i " 


SUBJECT : STERLING ALLEM BROWN 


SECURITY MATTER-C 

LABOR - FEDERAL SECURITY 

APPROPRIATIONS ACT OF 1953 
(00 WFO) 


Enclosed he of the report 
of Special Agent ated May 18, 1953, 


in captioned matter. 


Although the enclosed report is designated as pending, 
the only outstanding lead is to submit amended pages to 
complete documentation. When same has been completed this 
matter will be closed by letter to the Bureau. 


Please be advised that the interviewing agents found_ 
the subject to be most cordial and extremely coopera ive, 


interview with subject, that no further 
warranted and UACB none will be conduct 


which has been conducted to date plus t 
nvestigation i 

d. 

\ 

PS 


SFP: GG 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
oP? PARTY ee) 


= n" 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 x bo Seed ^ aD uud E 


TMiscAsEORIGIATEDAT WASHINGTON FIELD — Li. || 


: a. aes Bee tk : : à 
wo 7 mo Gack SRE SES CTY 


REPORT MADE AT 


WASHINGTON, De C, GC fab 
idm : "SECURITY MATTER = C 
STERLING ALLEN BROWN LABOR = FEDERAL SECURITY 


| APPROPRIATIONS ACT OF 1952 


S: b6 | 
STERLING ALLEN BROWN interviewed May 7, b7C 
1953. Advised he has never been a Communist, 

has never had any affiliation with or 


sympathy for the Communist Party d has 


QU S „never adhered to its principles such as the 
| vN AC advocacy of the use of force and violence to 
— 2 overthrow the government.  BROWN!s explanations 
"T oo for former affiliations with numerous Communist 
front groups set forth. Cla&ms to have never 
been aware of these organizations being 
Fi controlled by the Communist Party during the 
1 time of his association. Physical description 
| 8 Ng set oute 
\ X y ) 
ue : \) r l CAE * iP om 
v^ el | 
ae: Es | BETENT FCC gii 7 
" 3 REQ. : u uds 
OE REP r pus 
| oe "i BL. ee s 7077 
C. igea. 
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BY 


ORNA ROEN, da : DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES OF' THIS REPORT 


| 5 = Bureau (100-l 3961.) 

| 3 - Washington Field 
(101-1381) 

COPIES DESTROYED li Ji shy! 
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A 
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DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 

On May 7, 1953, S S 
interviewed by Special Agent and 
the writer and the results are set out below: 


It is to be noted that the results of this 
interview are set forth in three sections, namely 
I. Alleged Affiliation with the Conmunist Party, II. 
Alleged Affiliation with Communist Front and Communist 
inspired groups, III. Miscellaneous. The organizations 
discussed under II are set out under subheadings and in 
alphabetical order. 


L. ALLEGED AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY 


At the outset of the interview BROWN stated that ho 
had never át any time been a Communist. He said that in the 
past he had thought of the Communist Party as a political 
party like the other political parties. He said that he hac 
never been asked to join the Communist Party and that. 


regard to their affiliations or associations with various 
individuals or groups as they are today in the light of present 
knowledge. He mentioned that in those days he had had no | 
ideas or thoughts concerning the existence of Soviet Atomic 
Esplonage and similar matters, 


When questioned regarding an allegation which has 10. g, 
been made to the effect that BROWN had in the past expressed“ 
beliefs that revolution would bring a sovietized South, and 
that the hope for the Negro race to dominate the South lay ` - 
in Communism, BROWN stated that this did not represent his 
views or his manner of thinking. He stated that he does e 
not even think in those terms, thet. the expression Soviets ze 
South" is not a term that ho would use and thatthe Statements 
attributed to him are not the type of thinking that he would K 
express. It 18 to be noted that the allegation which has py 
previously been received in connection with instant 
investigation as mentioned above concerning e statements 
reportedly made by the subject, had indicated that 
made these statements while in a highly intoxicated 
It is also noted that when the subject was asked—a 
statements, he remarked that he would no | 
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statements of thet king even hee he been ("dead Sra s 

In discussing ig these remarks, BROWN stated at he did V. 

not desire the Negro rece or any race to Ominate—the— 
South,.—He-süid he thought common sense would tell him 

that the U, 8. Will never become Communist and that he 

does not think that the hope of the Negro race ley in any 

such development. He remarked it is his view that the 

Negroes 1 5 share in the responsibility and privileges 

of. T An 2 1 he- Had even 

e 

" 1 7 11 Us Ins y 

times” PESCA RU which he 48 8 8 9 L P io tus ti 
effect. that in order for there to be a 80- called. niga) 

Belt*-tn- the Southern "United States in which the Neg 

dominate and hold all of the offices as allegedly Eavognted v3) 
by the Communists there would first have to be & revolution, 
and 4f there here a revolution there-would-be-no-need— for a 
"Bireck-Belt'. Hé pointed out he would not want to see a 
revolution but thet what the above quoted remark meant was 
that if there were a hypothetical revolution there would be % 
no necessity for any "Bleck Belt“, but Negroes end Whites p d'u 
woul be together on a men for man basis, He expressed the Moa 
view thet this idea of e self-determined "Black Belt" is 
"cockeyed" and that he has always known it to be such, 


LED 


He stated thet certain policies which heve been 
espoused by Communists or alleged Communist front groups 
have had merit in his opinion. In this connection he 
mentioned discrimination eseinst Negroes with regard to 
union membership and similer matters. However, he stated that 
he did not by eny means agree with Communism on the Negro 
question in general. 


BROWN stated th-t his views in the ebove connection 
are substantially representec by an article which he wrote 
which mpeered in e book entitled "What the Nero Wants", 
He seid that in th: t article he had made one stetement which 
he would not meake today in the light of recent inform .tion which 
he had obtained by reedin::, end thet that statement hed con- ~ 
cerned the alleged 8 of race prejudice in the 5 T ul ) 


~ — — 


Subject m tht on - stetements he hec made 2 8 
fevoring Russia would sere be few in number end thet he 
did not recel! anv statement of that ne ture other thon the one 
referred to immedie telv above, He rotnted out thet he E 


done much talking about Russia. 
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He further stated that the idea of revolution 
aces not make sense to him. He said that he is not a 
man of violence or revolution; that he did not desire 

a revolution and that he had not had any idea of a 
revolution coming to America in the way a revolution 
came to Russia. He said that he did desire certain 
changes in this country, and that changes of this kind 
are presently coming about. He said that he had never, 
as far as he knew, been a member of an organization 
advocating force and violence, 


IL ALLEGED AFFILIATION WITH COMMUNIST FRONT AND 
COMMUNIST INSPIRED GROUP 


American League for Peace and Democracy 


Concerning the American League for Peace and 
Democracy, subject stated that he recalled having attended 
one meeting sponsored by this organization; that he was sure 
that he had not attended many of their meetings and that 
it was his recollection that these meetings were open to 
the de. oo rper that it was his impression that because 
he was & Negro ! nd was rather well known in Titerary and 8 
educational eLFCTeSs, the American League for Peace and E 
Democracy had wanted to use his name, He stated that he 
was designated as an officer of Some sort, possibly vice- 
president or vice-chairman. He stated that he was in favor 
of peace and democracy and was opposed to Fascism, and that 
persons he met in connection with the organization seemed 
to be nice people who advocated similar views. He stated 


that actually he had not been aware of the inkher-workings 
of the organization, 


Russia, and at whion time Russia was an ally of 1 a N 
nevertheless he still had not forgotten the HITLERZSTALIN i 
Fact to which he had been and still was opposed. He said ) 
that it is his opinion that participation by the Wg, MM hw 
in World War II was justified and that the present Korean 

war is a just one on the part of the U, S. He also 

indiceted that in spite of the fact that Russia became an / f 
ally of the U. S., he at the time looked with great dis favor 
upon the fact that Russia had attacked Finland. 


Se. 
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American Peace Mobilization 


Subject stated that he had not belonged 
to the American Peace Mobilization or the American Peoples 
Mobilization, although they might have used his name, 


Book Union 


BROWN said that he does not remember any 
affiliation or association on his part with the Book 
Union. He said he thought the Book Union grew out of 
thelésegue of American Writers and that he had found that 
the I@gue of American Writers had put him on some sort 
of book committee. He said that he knew that he had been 
placed on this book committee because he was a Negro and 
because of his position on the faculty of Howard University. 
He said that he took no action as a member of such a 
group. He mentioned that he had bought sme books through 
the Book Union because it was an inexpensive way to 
purchase some books that he wanted to read. 


Commonwealth College 


With regard to Commonwealth College, BROWN 
said that he has received a publication issued by this 
institution. He pointed out that because of his activity 
as a book reviewer, his name has been placed on various 
publishers mailing lists and that he receives mai] from 
various sources for this reason. He suggested tuat in this 
way his name might have been placed on a mailing list of 
Commonwealth College. He stated that also he might have 
been put on such a mailing list because of his expressed 
interest in the South and the problems of the sharecroppers. 
He said that through his interest in these problems he 
might have met persons who had taught at Commonwealth 
College. He said that he had not had information that 
Commonwealth College was subversive or Communist and that 
he had had an idea that it might be a Socialist institutions 
He said that he knew of no reason why he would have sub- 
scribed to their publication, but that if some friend had 
asked him to subscribe he might have done so although it 
was not something that he would have been anxious to subscribe 


to. He said that he had no recollection of reading the 
publication. 
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Federal Workers School (United Federal Workers of America) 


With regard to the Pederal Workers School 
subject stated that he did not recall this organization; 


however, he recalled there was a group of some sort 


which micht have been identical with the Federal Workers 
School whicn met in a basement on 17th Street, and that 


‘ne might have given a couple of talks to this group. 


He said that he thourht the meeting place had been on 
the southwest corner of 17th and F Streets, Northwest, 
in VYashineton, D. C. 


Jefferson “chool of Social Science 


With regard to the Jefferson School of Social 
sciences. BROWN stated that he thought that he had been 
invited by this school to give a talk. He said that his 
recollection was that he had accepted the invitation, and 
that subsequently the school had written to him and told 
him that the speech was called off. BROWN said that he 
certainly had given no talks before the Jefferson School 
since that school hed acquired the reputation of being sub- 
versive. He stated that he had been glad when the proposed 
speech had been called off because even at that time he 
sensed that something might be wrong about, the school. He 
stated that he receives a very large number of requests 
to address school groups and that he has made a great many 
such talks; that it was, therefore, possible that ha. had 
spoken before such a group at some time, but that if.he 
had ever done so he had not been aware of the nature of the 
group. He stated that he had never taughfany series of 
classes at the Jefferson School. He said that he dic not 
believe it likely that he could have been addressing such 
a group without being aware of the nature of his audience 
because he would have been sleeLed by the type of questions 
which would have been asked him by students in the audience. 
League of American Writers 

Subject stated that he recalled an occasion in 
the late 1930s when he had attended a gathering pep 
by the League of American Writers, at which timo he had A 
been asked to say a few words and he had given a five \ — 
minute talk on folklore; He said that i tt was—hts—oelibf- 
chat the-organization had held at least three such 
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gatherings and that he hec attended the first one 

and probably the third. He did not recall the exact 
dates. He said that the League had put nis name on 
its board of directors or some similar group, and 

that he had taken no action in this connection. He 
pointed out that at that time, being interested in 
literary affairs, he had very seldom seen an aushor in 
person and that he had attended these gatherings with 
the idea of seeing various prominsnt writers. 


National Negro Congress 


BROWN stated thet he had never had what “es 
described as a "tight affiliation" with the National Mer»o 
Congress. He said tha ers à derstood to 
be in charge of it was 
and that when he, BROWN, first vent into the organization he 
had liked the idea of Negro groups becoming organized., He 
said that he made speeches for the National Negro „ 
giving talks on such subjects as the "Negro in Literature" 

He said that he heard about a conflict within the National: 
Negro Congress over the subject of Communism, but that he, 
himself, had taken no part in this fight. He said that 
one day he met on the street at which timo 
had expressed the opinion that BROWN was well off 
financially and had asked him for a contribution at which 
time BROWN said he gave him two dollars. BROWN stated that 
this incident probably occurred subsequenti.. to the time 
of the above mentioned fight in the National Negro Congress 
over the matter of Communism. 


He acknowledged that he acceded to requests to 
tne National Negro Congress that he give talks, but that 
ne never would have associated the National Negro Congress 
in his mind with ibi nd Russia. 
e 


Negro Quarter] 


Neg Ly - / 


/ 
With regard to the allegation that he had A 
contributed an article to the first issue of "Negro 
Quarterly", BROWN said that this publication had asked | v 
him to submit something and that he had submitted an 
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article on the subject of the "Negro Author and| his 
Publisher". He pointed out that he had already|written 
and presented this article as a talk at a meeting of the 
teachers of English in Negro colleges, which he indicated 
ne considered a conservative group. He said that it 

was his belief that the editors of "Negro quarterly" 

had read the published version of this talk and|had 

asked him if they could uso it. He stated that it 
appeared in the initial issue of "Negro Quarterly" and 
that he had not known previously what individual 

would be represented in this masazine, He pointégd—onut. 
that he had not taken the initiative in offering the 


article to the "Negro Quarterly". Also in 2 connection | 


j 
he mentioned that available publication outléts for Negroes | 
are very few in number and that an author naturally is 
desirous of seeing his work in print. 


New Masses 


Subject stated that he subscribed to the "New 
Masses" at the time he finished college. He stated that 
ie was in & Theological School in Virginia where there 
were very few magazines or books available. He was 
interested in American life and publications, and he sub- 
scribed to all kinds of magazines including religious and 
philosophical journals which opened a new world to him. 
He said that a poem of his had appeared in the “New Masses 
and, also, according to his recollection, one or two bo 
reviews. He stated that he did not remember what book 
or books he had reviewed in this connection, - 


pe 
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With regard to his knowledge of the nature of 
the "New Masses", BROWN stated that he thought that be 
would have known at that time of the Communist relationship 
on the part of the "New Masses", He said that he would not 
have known at that time the "New Masses" was officially 
connected with the Communist Party but that he could read 
end understand that the magazine was connected with 


Communism, although he never quite equated the "New Masses" 
with the Communist Party. 


Subject mentioned that he had been onc of! the 
editors of an anthology entitled "Negro Caravan". He said 
that the most unfavorable review of this book appeared 


"E w 
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in the "New Messes! _eccordin. to his recollection. 

He seid that the "New Masses" review contained praise 
for the book, but on the other und attacked the book o, 
for its handling of the Negro question. 

Also in the above conneotion, BROWN stated thrt 
the editors of "New Masses" had asked the three editors cf 
"Negro Caravan to participate in a panel discussion to 
defend their views on the Negro question, but thet he 
and the other editors of "Negro Caraven“ did not even 
consider accepting this invitation. 


Subject stated that it was his recollection 
that the writing of certain persons whose work had eppesred 
in other publicétions and who were in his opinion anti- 
Communist, hac appeared oh occesions in the "New Masses", 


Subject stated that his recollection wes thet 
€. poem of his own relating to sharecropping had been 
published in the "New Masses", He mentioned thet this 
poem had subsequently appeared in a book. Subject said he 
is currently opposed to the policies of the "New Masses", 
end regrets thet his poem appeared in its pages. 


As to the time when he became aware that the 
"New Masses! wes rether closely tied in with Communisn, 
subject stetec that his recollection was that he reeched 
this avereness at the enc oi the 19308. 


With regerd to a dinner in New York in 1946, 
svonsored by the "New Masses", ct which time subject was 
presented with an award, subject stated that he had attended 
this dinner although at that time he had hed qualms about 
doing so, He expressed the ovinion that he had been 
sponsored for this award not through any connection with 
"New Masses" but because he wes the first member of the Negro 
race to teach at Vassar College, Subject stated that upon 
receiving notification of the award he did not know whet 
action to take. He saic that he did not know then the things 
thet he now knows, anc, also, he did not know who was going 
to be present at the above described dinner, He mentioned 
that & considerable number of other persons received awards 
also on the seme occasion, et which time a Negro actor 
vead a poem of the subject's entitled the "Strong Men", 
which subject stated wes not Communist in nature. He pointed 
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out that certain highly reputable persons had received 
awards on the same occasion, and that he had attended 
although friends of his had advised him not to do so. 
Ye said that in connection with his position on the 
Vassar Faculty, he had received approximately four awards 
from various sources, and that he is inclined by nature 
‘to be polite in accepting honors that are offered to him 
rather than declining them with a statement that he does 
not subscribe to the views of the person extending tne 
honor or award, Subject stated that he had had no 
previous knowledge of who was to attend the dinner. 


Washington Bookshop Association 


Concerning his past attendance at meetings 
Sponsored by the Washington Bookshop Association, subject 
stated that he had attended such meetings in order to 

hear musical or literary works in which he was interested, 

He said that his connection with the Washington Bookshop 
Association was not merely a matter of buying books ata 
discount. He stated that the association had been interested 
in the salecfaanthology, Negro Caravan", of which he was 

one of the editors, He also mentioned that he had given 

talks before gatherings sponsored by the Washington Bookshop 
Association. He recalled having given a talk on the subject 
"What the Negro Wants" at the Phyllis-Wheatley Y. M. C. A. in 
Washington, D. Ce on one occasion. In this connection he 
expressed the view that sponsorship of this meeting by the 
Washington Bookshop Association was not particularly 
significent. He said that he had been asked to make "a 

talk at the Y"; that the talk was related to a book 

compiled by a friend of his and that he, BROWN, had agreed 

to make the talk. He said that he had not indiscriminately 
attended all gatherings of the Washington Bookshop Association. 
He said that after the association had been listed by the 
Attorney General as subversive he would not have given a 

talk under its sponsorship, not because of cowardice on 

his part but because the orranization has been proven 
subversive. Subject stated that he did not know the details 
of how the organization came to be called subversive. In Pe 
discussing the Bookshop Association he also mentioned thaf 
as a faculty member of Howard University he receives a great 
many invitations to address various groups. . 
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Weshin:toa Committee for Democretic Action 


——— e ma t t ari 


Subject stated thet he never belonged to 
the Washington Committee for Democratic Action. 


III. MISCELLANEOUS Doa 


With regard to the Dr. W. E. e de. 


testimonial dinner held in New York City, February 23, 

1951, BROWN stated that be did not attend this dinner j j 
but was one of the sponsors. He said that he had — (fF 
allowed his nome to be used as ^ sponsor and had given "WM 
whet ever amount of money wes involved, although he had i 
never intended to be present at the dinner, BROWN stated %% m. 
thet he was not a "dupe in allowing his name to be used (9i 
in connection with this dinner, and that he is not presently 

in accord with DU BOIS's views. He stated that the chairman 

of the dinner was & men whom he liked and that in acting as 

& sponsor, he BROWN, wes not sponsoring "the present DU BOIS", 

He said thet it is his opinion that DU BOIS today is a 

lonely men who is in need r flattery and that the Communists 

are flattering him. BROWN said that it was not DU BOIS's 

current views that attract BROWN's generation 6f Negroes to 

him. BROWN said thet in-the-olc-days-DU BOTS Mas progressive, 
militant and honest" and could not be bought, anc t 
had spoken oùt for first class citizenship for the Negro. 
Subsequently, BROWN stated the Communist were able to- 
influence DU BOIS. BROWN stated thet he had been sponsoring 
the DU BOIS he had known in college and with whom he had 
taught. He said thet DU BOIS's recent books are wrong end 7) 
thet DU BOIS is awere of this opinion on his part. CH 


Subject stated thet he recalls having attended the meeting 
in New York City of the Association Democratique Haitienne and also 
nA 


the Friends of JACQUES ROUMAIN, elthough as not & member of that 
association. Subject statec thet JAOQU ROUMAIN wes a Haitian 
poet who had visited subject when he had been in the U. 8, Subject 
did not recall the dates of the visit or visits. He pointed out 
that many writers and editors from the West Indies have seen his, 
BROWN's, name in print and take the opportunity to visit him when 
they come to the U. S., «nd that these persons are of varying 
opinions and beliefs. BROWN stated that it was his understanding 
that ROUMAIN wes protesting egainst a government in Haiti con- 
cerning which BROWN had heard much unfavorable information, 

BROWN st&ted that he did not know of any Communist movement 

in Haiti, and he does not know of ROUMAIN was ever e Communist, 

He described ROUMAIN as a nice person who was embittered. He 
stated thet he never thought of Communism in connection with 
ROUMAIN., ; 
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Subject stated that he had been asked to 
cive a talk on the occasion of the above mentioned 
dinner in New York and that he did not recall the 
subject of the talk. He remarked that Communism was 
not the theme of the meeting and that he had not 
considered it in any way a Communist group. He pointed 
out that a great many people attended who, in his opinion, 
have no political connections anc. who were prominent 
in various fields of endeavor. 


With regard to the sale of works written or b6 
edited by the subject by the Bookshops having affiliations b7c 
with the Communist Party or Communist Front groups, 
such as the Workers Bookshop, BROWN stated that he had 
never been approachec by representatives of any such 
Bookshops in connection with the sale of his writings. 


IV. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 


The followine physical description of the subject 
was obtained by personal observation: 


Name e EE STERLING ALLEN’ BROWN 
Date of Birth: Hay 1, 1901 
Place of Birth: "ashincton, De Ce 
Race: Negro 
Complexion: Very light tan 
Height: ptr" ! 
Weight: Approximately 195 lbs. 
Build: Medium--stocky 
Hairs; Black, graying 
Unusual characteristics: 

Wears rimless glasses 


Residence: 1222 Kearney Street, N. h., 
: Washington, D. C, 
Employment: Professor, Howard University, 
Washington, D. C. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


LEAD 


THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 


AT WASHINGTON, D. C, 

Will submit amended administrative pages 
reflectine documentation information requested 
of the Chicago and Little Rock Offices. 


REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent 
dated March 30, 1953, at Washington, D. Ce 


Report of Special Agent 


dated March 30, 1953, a ew York City. 


— 
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Assistant Rttorney Genera! | - 
Warren Olney III June 9, 1953 
Criminal Division 


Director, FBI 


b6 
j O b7C 
/ STERLING ALLEN BROWN 
s SECURITY MATTER - 
/ LABOR - FEDERAL SECURLTY APPROPRIATIONS ACT OF 1953 


FBI File 100-4396) 


Reference is made to the Department's GI 
letter of January 19, 1953, concerning employees R.-c6 
of Howard University, Washington, D. C. 

Sterling Allen Brown is one of the individuals 
presently employed at Howard University. 


There is enclosed for your information 
and in order that consideration may be given as to 


whether any Federal laws have been violated one co 

of a report by Special 355 
dated May 18, 1953, at Washington, ., concerning 
the captioned subject. 


An investigative report by Special Agent 
„ March 30, 1953, at Washington, D. C., 
concerning Brown has previously been furnished to 
the Records Administration Branch. Copies of these 


reports have been furnished to the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare. 


Based upon available information no further 
investigation of the subject will be undertaken at 
this time unless advised to the contrary by you. 
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INFORMA TION di 


June 9, 1953 | 
BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 


Department of Health, Education bo 
and Welfare b7C 
Washington 25, D. C. 


par| — 1 1] 


Reference is made to a menopandum from this 
Bureau dated January 30, 1953, furnishing to your Agency 
information concerning Sterling Allen Brow. 


There is enclosed for your information one 


copy each of the following reports concerning this 
individual. 


Report of Special j 01 ee 

dated May 1 1953, at Washington, D. C. 

Report of Special a 

dated March 30, 1953, at New York, New York. 

Report of Special Agent Seymor 5 

dated March 30, 1953, at Washington, é 

The above information is furnished for your 

confidential use only and is not to be disseminated 
outside your Agency. This information is not to be 


considered as a clearance or nonc learance of the 
Z individual involved. 


Sincerely yours, 


BY SPi. MSGR. | 


À 


» John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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